HIGASHI HONGANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Los Angeles, CA
Permit No. 24616

The

Way
Vol. 74 | No. 5
July 2022

HIGASHI HONGANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE | LOS ANGELES BETSUIN

TEMPLE SCHEDULE
Please note:

In-person Sunday Services have been
temporarily discontinued. We will
update you as our plans evolve.
Thank you for your patience.

JULY

3
No Service
10 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
17 10:00 am Obon Family Service/
Pet Memorial Service
24 10:00 am Hatsubon Service
30 2:00 pm Obon at the Ranch!
(Murata Family Farm)
31 10:00 am Sunday Service

7
14
21
28

10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

SATURDAY, JULY 30 | TICKETS REQUIRED
HHBT-LA.SQUARE.SITE/OBON2022

SUNDAY, JULY 24 | 10 AM

JULY 3 - JULY 17 | 32AUCTIONS.COM/HIGASHIOBON2022

AUGUST

Shotsuki Service
Sunday Service
Sunday Service
Sunday Service

SUNDAY, JULY 24 | 9 AM - 12 PM

see updates on page 4-6!
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Violence in America - What Can Be Done?
Rinban Noriaki Ito

I feel fortunate to be living in the
United States. It’s a wonderful country
filled with beautiful places and good
people. But over the last month or so,
there have been tragedies that show the
problems that undermine our nation.
Back on Saturday May 14th, there
was the killing of 10 African Americans
who were at the Tops Supermarket to
shop for their groceries. A white male
drove over 200 miles to East Buffalo to
target that market because the shoppers
were predominantly black.
The day after that, at a Taiwanese
Christian church congregation in Orange County, a gunman entered trying
to blend in and when he aimed a gun
at the parishioners, Dr. John Cheng
charged at the man and was killed. He
was credited with saving the lives of
others including his mother.
The latest and most heart wrenching
tragedy was the shooting that occurred
on May 24th at the Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde, Texas. There, an
18-year-old gunman entered the school
and killed 19 fourth graders and 2
teachers. The innocent children had so
much to live for and the two dedicated
teachers lost their lives trying to protect
their students.
As futile as it may be, we offer our
condolences to the family and friends
of all people, especially the children,
who died in those and other tragedies
due to gun violence. In our schools,
unfortunately, children now learn active shooter drills in addition to the
traditional earthquake and fire drills
we had in the past.
America is a country that gave its
citizens the right to keep and bear arms.
However, as so many have said, assault
weapons that were created for use by
the military are in the hands of so many
who use them for the wrong reasons.

From my perspective, there are no right
reasons to own such weapons.
I am sure that it isn’t only us who
wish for a country in which we can all
be friends working for common causes.
Christians, Jews, Muslims, all wish for
the same thing. In one of the press
conferences following the tragedy, I
remember the Lt. Governor of Texas,
Dan Patrick, ended his talk by saying,
“please, give us your wisdom.” Wisdom
to try to make sense of this tragedy is
hopeless perhaps. But wisdom is what
Buddhism would say is lacking in the
current state of our country.
I remember years ago seeing the documentary, “Bowling for Columbine.” It
was a Michael Moore film based on the
tragedy at Columbine High School in
Colorado back in April 1999. 13 high
school students were killed then.
One of the things mentioned in the
movie was that there were more firearms
per capita in Canada in comparison to
the United States. But gun violence was
a tiny percentage in comparison to that
of our country. I remember walking out
of the theater thinking I would like to
move to Canada. Japan is also safe in
comparison to the U.S. There is no legal
way to purchase firearms there. There is
crime. But without guns, the frequency
and degree are so much lower than our
country. We still must deal with COVID,
but the worries of violence continues to
be a growing concern.
We can do what we can to foster
friendship with people we meet. We
can do what we can to help people in
need. And, although it is a monumental
task, our teachings encourage us to do
what we can to make the world a better
place in which both weapons and wars
become unnecessary. That is the wish
I believe Buddhism and all religions
have. Living with hope and being able

to share our happiness with others is so
much better than having to live in fear.
We feel so bad thinking about the pain
and suffering of the Ukraine people,
and hope for an end to the invasion of
Ukraine and a return to peaceful and
happy lives for its people.
Amidst all of the challenges that
everyday life brings to us, we have the
ability to make our lives and the lives
of those around us happier and more
meaningful. Let us continue to listen
to the Buddhadharma as we maneuver
through our daily lives.

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Mr. Teruo Ted Hirahara (63)
February 28, 2022
Mr. Shigetake Ohara (78)
May 18, 2022
Mrs. Ayako Nakashima (93)
May 29, 2022

Namu Amida Butsu

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING
TO HIGASHI HONGANJI
BUDDHIST TEMPLE AT

HHBT-LA.ORG
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Betsuin News

E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

L I T T L E T O K Y O S PA R K L E
On May 14, 2022, Higashi Sangha
members, friends and community
volunteers joined members of local
organizations, businesses, temples, and
churches to clean-up the sidewalks and
windows of Little Tokyo. Although it
was a very warm Saturday, event organizers Steve and Patty Nagano projected
that over 330 volunteers turned out for
Little Tokyo Sparkle aka Nancy Kikuchi
Volunteer Day.
Our Higashi group was again assigned to clean “BLOCK G” whose
borders were Second Street on the north
and Third Street on the south. Because
this was our largest Higashi Team, part
of the group handled the route toward
JVP plaza and the other crew handled
the route around Higashi. Volunteers
worked hard to clean the sidewalks and
planters and scrape off years of “ground
in” gum on the walkways. Poles and
utility boxes required extra effort to
scrape off layers of slap tags, stickers,
and graffiti.
In the weeks prior to the event Higashi Team members worked to solicit
donations from Little Tokyo merchants.
Meanwhile, others helped to pick up
supplies and set up the luncheon for
the volunteers.
As many of you know, the genesis
for this 4th annual Sparkle (Pandemic
years 20-21) was to honor the community
service legacy of the late Nancy Kikuchi
who passed away in 2014.
Nancy was the consummate leader
at work and a volunteer leader for many
organizations in Little Tokyo. She led by
example, no job was beneath her pay
grade, if there was a light out…a spill
on the floor she had a mop in hand and
was up the ladder. She took responsibility for her actions and those of others.
Our Team members felt that this
effort was particularly meaningful
because of the community support our
temple received as a result of the 2021

vandalism incident.
Finally, thank you to all who donated and members and friends who
volunteered!!! Unfortunately, we apologize as some members missed the group
picture (above).
Additionally, we were fortunate
to have the use of the Higashi facilities
and parking security provided by Steel
Security.
Be advised that we are scheduled
to have a de-brief meeting with the organizing committee and will be sharing
your comments and recommendations
for future clean-ups.
In gassho,
Team Higashi

facebook.com/hhbt.la
@higashihonganjila

STREAM OUR
SUNDAY SERVICES
LIVE ON
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK.COM/HHBT.LA

SUNDAYS | 10 AM

If you would like to schedule a
private memorial service or visit
the ashes of your loved one at
the temple, please call us to
schedule an appointment at
213-626-4200.

FOR UPDATES, PLEASE
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR EMAIL LIST
BY VISITING OUR
WEBSITE AT

HHBT-LA.ORG
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CO N G RAT U LAT I O N S G RA D UAT E S !

A N I TA KO M AT S U
LAU R E N N IC H O

WESTERN UNIVERSITY
OF HEALTH SCIENCES, 2021

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, IRVINE

ry l ie m ay u m i h a rada
ARCADIA HIGH SCHOOL
12th Grade

Bachelor of Science, Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology, Earth System

12th Grade
Will attend Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

Clinical Doctorate, Physical Therapy

ke n n e t h n a kaso n e
LAU R E N KAS H I WA BA RA

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,
BERKELEY

UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC

Bachelors in Physics
Post-Baccalaureate Research
UC Berkeley

W Y L I E KAS A I

AV E RY TA M U RA

Master of Science, Biological Sciences
Will attend Oregon State University
Pursuing PhD

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

Bachelor of Arts, Studio Art
Bachelor of Arts, Computer Science
Modified with Digital Arts

UCLA

Bachelor of Science, Statistics
Will attend Columbia University Graduate
School, Masters Degree in Statistics

e m i ko wo n g
HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL

kat ey ka m i m u ra
SAN GABRIEL LIONS HIGH SCHOOL
12th Grade
Will attend Fashion Institute of
Design & Merchandising

to m ko m ats u
NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

12th Grade
Will attend Illinois Wesleyan University

C o l i n ta m u ra
HALE CHARTER ACADEMY
8th Grade
Will attend El Camino Real
Charter High School

rox y n a ka n o - sa n c h e z
MONTEREY PARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Kindergarten
Will attend Potrero Heights
Elementary School
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OBON AT THE RANCH
Saturday, July 30th
1:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Murata Family Farm

Join us for bon odori and food at
the Murata Family Ranch in Camarillo on Saturday, July 30th.
$25 per person EARLY BIRD by 7/1!
$30 per person (includes meal)
$10 for children 10 and under (includes a special kid’s meal)

2022
OBON
EVENTS
7/1
Last Day to buy EARLY BIRD
$25 Obon at the Ranch tickets!
7/3 – 8 AM
Online Silent Auction OPENS
32auctions.com/HigashiObon2022

7/15
Last Day to buy OBON at the
RANCH tickets!
7/17 – 8 PM
Online Silent Auction CLOSES

Save the date! Registration/tickets
will be required to attend!
COVID REQUIREMENTS: Attendees must show proof of full vaccination (including boosters) or
negative test result at check-in.
Masks optional. The event will be
outdoors. Please do not attend if
you are showing any symptoms
of illness.
SUGGESTIONS: Please wear closed
toe shoes and ranch appropriate
attire, HHBT gear (Obon t-shirt,
happi, hat!). We do NOT recommend wearing yukata (there will
not be a place to change). Bring
your sunscreen and a hat! And a
portable folding chair if you’d like.

32auctions.com/HigashiObon2022

7/24 - 9 am-12 pm
Obon Plant Sale – HHBT
(Hatsubon Service)
7/24 – 10 am
Hatsubon Service – HHBT
7/30 – 2 pm – 7 pm
Obon at the Ranch
Murata Farms in Camarillo
Tickets required

2PM - FARM TOUR
3 PM & 5:30 PM BON ODORI
Featuring entertainment by
HAPPYFUNSMILE & the Higashi
taiko groups
And More!
BEER, DRINKS, SHAVED ICE,
FARMER’S MARKET, FLOWERS

order your OBON at the RANCH tickets!

hhbt-la.square.site/obon2022
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Sunday, July 24th | 10 AM
HHBT
Our Hatsubon Service will be
held on Sunday, July 24th at 10 am
to honor those who have passed
away in the last year. The service
will be held in person for those
families to honor their loved ones
and also streamed online for anyone to watch.

We appreciate your donations of any amount. Donations may be
made on our Obon website (hhbt-la.square.site/obon2022), the auction site, or directly to the temple. Thank you!

SUNDAY, JULY 24 | 9 am - 12 pm
We will have an Obon Plant Sale
at the temple on the day of our
Hatsubon Service. We will have
an assortment of plants including succulents, plumerias, aloe,
sego palms, and and more available for sale. Please join us!

become an obon sponsor!

hhbt-la.square.site/obon2022
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MANTO-E
We will not have manto-e
lanterns available this year. Our
apologies.
We will be selling our Obon at
the Ranch t-shirts for $20 for pick
up at the temple. T-shirts will be
available to order online at hhbt-la.
square.site in July.

STAY UPDATED!
More information about our
2022 Obon events is coming soon!
Stay updated by signing up for our
email list! If you are not already on
our list, please contact us at info@
hhbt-la.org to be added or visit
our website or Facebook page to
sign up.

In lieu of our annual Obon raffle
drawing, we will have our second
virtual Silent Auction this year.
The auction will run from July 3rd
to July 17th online. We are currently
accepting donations for the auction. If you would like to donate
an item, please contact us for
more information. We appreciate
your support of our silent auction! Please visit 32auctions.com/
HigashiObon2022 for the Silent
Auction during the listed dates.

Order your OBON at the RANCH t-shirts!

hhbt-la.square.site/obon2022
Visit our Online Silent Auction from July 3 - July 17!

32AUCTIONS.COM/HIGASHIOBON2022
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Lumbini

LUMBINI
CORNER

Child Development Center

Class of 2022
KINDERGARTEN

Lumbini has adapted to new routines for the 2021-2022 school year. We
began incorporating COVID-19 protocols the previous year and the children
have done well learning. We are grateful
to be able to have a small graduation to
celebrate our students this year. This
July, we are very proud of our new kindergarten, TK, and preschool graduates
who have learned and accomplished so
much during their time with us, but we
are sad that they’ll be moving on to new
schools. We’ll miss all of our friends!

Yuna Horinouchi
Brooklyn O’Rourke

TRANSITIONAL
KINDERGARTEN
Mark Lee
Odette Joye Becker
Maxine Yu Shin
Audrey Lugo
Laurel Leng

If you are interested in enrolling a child
between the ages of 2½ to 5 years of age
in Lumbini’s program, please contact the
Lumbini office at 213-680-2976.

PRESCHOOL
Alice Brutchey
Dylan Chan

LUMBINI

ations
l
u
t
a
r
g
Con
i CDC
Lumbin
f 2022!
Class o

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
FOR CHILDREN AGES 2 1/2 TO 5 YEARS

applications
available!
Call today for more
information!

TEL: 213-680-2976
FAX: 213-626-6850
EMAIL: lumbini.missleslie@gmail.com
WEBSITE: LumbiniCDC.org
FB: facebook.com/lumbinicdc
IG: @lumbini_preschool
open year round:
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30am to 6:00pm
closed national holidays

correction

In a previous issue of The Way, we inadvertently omitted the following donor. Our
apologies to:
MEMBERSHIP DONATIONS
350 Fukushima, Betti & Thomas

Help The Way

SUPPORT HIGASHI HONGANJI BY SHOPPING
GO TO amazon.smile.com
SIGN IN to your existing Amazon account (or create new)
SELECT Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple as your charity
SHOP Amazon using the amazon.smile.com link and
Amazon gives HHBT a small percentage!

THANK YOU!

The Way needs your help and welcomes your contributions. With the
cost of printing and postage steadily
increasing, we request your support
in helping to make our newsletter available in the years to come.
Please consider making a donation
to The Way to offset some of the cost.
Thank you for your continued support and readership.

Onegai-shimasu!

