HIGASHI HONGANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Los Angeles, CA
Permit No. 24616

The

Way
Vol. 74 | No. 1
January 2022

HIGASHI HONGANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE | LOS ANGELES BETSUIN

TEMPLE SCHEDULE
Please note:
In-person Sunday Services have been
temporarily discontinued. We will
update you as our plans evolve.
Thank you for your patience.

2022

EITAIKYO
SERVICE

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30
10:00 AM

JANUARY

The service will be streamed
on our Facebook page

FEBRUARY

STREAM OUR
SUNDAY SERVICES
LIVE ON
FACEBOOK

9 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
16 10:00 am Sunday Service
Discussion Group
23 10:00 am Family Service
30 10:00 am Eitaikyo Service &
General Meeting
6 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
13 10:00 am Sunday Service
Discussion Group
20 10:00 am Family Service
27 9:00 am Coffee & Dharma
informal discussion
27 10:00 am Sunday Service

If you would like to schedule a
private memorial service or visit
the ashes of your loved one at
the temple, please call us to
schedule an appointment at
213-626-4200.

FOR UPDATES, PLEASE
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR EMAIL LIST
BY VISITING OUR
WEBSITE AT

HHBT-LA.ORG

FACEBOOK.COM/HHBT.LA

SUNDAYS | 10 AM

facebook.com/hhbt.la
@higashihonganjila
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New Year Greetings
Yul Ōtani
Overseas District Abbot,
Shinshū Ōtani-ha
(Higashi Honganji)

Bishop Wataru Kigoshi
Chief Administrator,
Shinshū Ōtani-ha
(Higashi Honganji)

To our fellow seekers
in the overseas districts,
I wish you all
a Happy New
Year.
It
has
been almost
one year since
my appointment as the
Overseas District Abbot. Despite the
assignment, however, I have not had
a chance to join you in person in any
Dharma activities, even at your Hōonkō
services due to the continuation of the
pandemic. I truly miss the opportunities
to meet all of you in person.
Many of our temples in the overseas
districts have utilized the internet to hold
new types of Dharma sharing activities. I
am so happy to hear that you have made
such efforts to devise ways to share the
teaching in this difficult situation.
With the increasing number of
virtually held events such as memorial
services, seminars, and study classes,
people who had never accessed our
temples before, some even from outside
of the country. Such activities have allowed us to share the teaching of the
nenbutsu in ways we have not been
able to before. Such experiences offer
the prospect of a new type of Dharma
sharing for the future. At the same time,
however, I strongly feel that it is still important for us to have a “place” where we
can physically “get together” with each
other to listen to, to learn, and to share
the teaching of the nenbutsu together.
It is my wish that you will continue to

To all of
you in our
overseas districts, I wish
to extend my
New Year ’s
greetings for
the year of
2022. I would
also like to
express my
deepest appreciation for the support and understanding you continue to give to our
Sangha.
My name is Wataru Kigoshi. I was
appointed as the Chief Administrator as
of October 15, 2021. I am from a temple
in the Kanazawa District in Ishikawa
prefecture. But when my father was
assigned as resident minister of the
Berkeley Higashi Honganji, we moved
to the temple where I spent my early
years of my childhood.
At the time, the first generation (issei) of Japanese immigrants were active
at the temple. They would gather to talk
about and appreciate their ancestral lineage in Japan. Members of each family
would come together to the temple to
attend the Sunday services. My father
would give a Dharma talk in English,
which would be followed by a talk on
the same topic in Japanese. After the
Dharma talks, the attendees would
break up into age groups and learn the
Japanese language as well as the teachings of Shinran Shōnin. They were a
closely knit community which shared
their appreciation of Japanese culture
while learning the Buddhist teaching
and its tradition.

(Please see ŌTANI, page 4)

(Please see KIGOSHI, page 4)

Rinban Noriaki Ito
HAPPY NEW YEAR - 2022
I begin my New Year greetings with
a simple wish that you all were able to
welcome in a wonderful New Year.
I think it is everyone’s wish that
2022 will be a year in which we return
to the normal we enjoyed back in 2019,
almost two years ago. As of this writing, however, the new omicron variant
is quickly spreading and it is predicted
to prevent that from happening. We are
happy to know that most of you have
weathered the storm of Covid-19 as well
as possible.
I imagine that everyone has thought
about the lessons we’ve received in the
past from the Buddhadharma. First
and foremost is the teaching of impermanence. We generally think that we
have some control over what happens
in the immediate future as we live our
lives. But the pandemic has taught us
that the reality that things change from
moment to moment and that much of
that is beyond our control.
The challenge is to accept those
changes and go, so to speak, with the
natural flow of life. Regardless of the
(Please see ITO, page 5)

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!
Submissions for The Way are due the 10th
of each month for the following month’s
issue. Articles and announcements for
our April/May Issue are due March 10th.
Submissions may be subject to printing
restrictions and staff approval. Thank
you and we look forward to hearing
from you!

visit our website at
hhbt-la.org
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E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

Betsuin News
New Year Greetings
Wayne Itoga, President
Board of Directors
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
I’m wondering if you have found
the last two years to be as surprising as I
have. There’s plenty of paper towel and
disinfectant – but I couldn’t find candied
fruit. The man at the grocery store said I
“was the 500th person who’d asked about
it.” They don’t taste like much really,
but holiday baking without artificially
colored no cherry flavor candied cherries? Things feel so half way right now,
in between what we knew and a future
that’s impossible to predict. I guess
that’s how the future always is!
As daylight has dwindled, I feel a
little lonely sometimes and my mood
can easily give way to sadness. It seems
like there’s always a new variant out
there to hold us back – to add to all the
other unknowns. As a way out of my
doldrums, I’ve returned to Southern CA
performing arts spaces. I often see that
they’re at most 1/4 full and I wonder
how the always fragile non-profit sector
will recover. The Temple has a much
smaller membership, but also a place in
our lives that is much more direct and
personal, sometimes built on generations, or for people like me, just 15 years.
However many the years, your support has remained largely unchanged
and I am touched and amazed by your
kindness and generosity. Please keep
rooting for us and hang in there. We’re
just a click away, and we are looking
forward to seeing you again sometime
in the new year.

Higashi Honganji
North America District
Greetings
Best wishes for a very Happy New
Year. I hope that 2022 will be a wonderful year for all of you and your families.
On behalf of our staff, Revs. Ryoko Osa,
Tomoyuki Hasegawa, and Kensho Goto,
I thank you for your heartfelt support
and guidance during the previous year.
Around this time last year, the covid-19 vaccines were becoming available
and most of us were thinking that by the
time most Americans were vaccinated,
we would be able to return to a more
normal lifestyle. However, by summer,
we were faced with the delta variant,
and like 2020, last year was another challenging year for all of us. Even though
we haven’t been able to gather together
in person for a long time, we have been
able to maintain many of our programs
by relying on available technology.
We had a seminar with Rev. Dr. David Matsumoto as our speaker in April,
we hosted the MayWeGather memorial
service at the Betsuin on May 4, a seminar
with speaker Dr. Aaron Profitt in June,
Dharma Seeds retreats in March and in
October, and began the lecture series on
Introduction to Modern Shin Teachers with
Rev. Patti Nakai as speaker that began
in October and will go on for 7 more
sessions this year. Nearly 50 members
of our temples have been joining in on
a popular topic. We were also invited
to participate in a SDG’s (Sustainable
Development Goals) and Buddhism session in December.
The Shinshu Center of America
headquartered at our office at the L.A.
Betsuin entity continues to publish
books as well as to plan study opportunities as well. Please take a look at
the books that are available (https://
shinshucenteramerica.org).
The efforts of our North America
District, Shinshu Center of America,
(Please see NAD, page 5)

Rev. Kensho Goto

Higashi Honganji USA Headquarters
Happy New Year! I really appreciated your help over the past year. This
year is my first time celebrating the New
Year in Los Angeles. I feel that I’m getting to be a resident of the United States
finally. Thanks to your support, I look
forward to having meaningful conversations in English with our members
much more than I was able to do last
year, and I am really happy to listen to
Shinran Shōnin’s teaching with all of
you. I greatly appreciate your continued
guidance and encouragement.

Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa

Higashi Honganji USA Headquarters
Happy New Year! I wish to express
my deepest gratitude for your continued support of our temples and district
activities throughout the continued difficulties caused by the Covid-19 pandemic
last year. Many of us felt distressed by
the unprecedented situation, but it also
means that we are still alive, with the innermost wish deep within our existence.
Let’s go back to the original spirit of Mahayana, which is embodied as Shinran
Shōnin’s teaching, and continue to walk
the broad path of awakening guided by
the everlasting truth in the teaching as
well as by our innermost wish.

Rev. Frederick Brenion

A New Year Thought or Two for 2022

Whew! That was a year. Certainly
was. But we got through it! But so many
who should have gotten through didn’t.
And that is very sad. And even with
the sadness I still hope, and hope, …
and hope some more. New Year’s Day
is very much a day of hope. Hope that
this coming year will somehow be better than the previous. Hope that maybe
we’ll get it right this time. Hope that
(Please see BRENION, page 5)
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New Year Greetings
Fujinkai

ABA

Otani Gakuen

During the past 22 months of the
pandemic, we have been given the
opportunity to reflect on what is truly
important in our lives. As the Buddha
has taught us, we can be happiest
pursuing a simple life of wisdom and
compassion. We learned the ways we
can protect ourselves and others from
the virus. We took up new hobbies,
read more books, and gained much
knowledge virtually. We learned that
we could survive without luxuries, just
needing the basics like food, shelter,
and the love of family and friends. We
felt more compassion for those who
were without these basics and reached
out again and again to help. When our
temple was vandalized last February, so
many of you showed your compassion
by your kind, encouraging words and
generous donations to greatly upgrade
security so that we have a safe place to
gather. Compassion begets gratitude,
not only in the recipients, but also the
donors. This interconnectedness has
helped all of us to feel a serenity in the
goodness of humanity.
We are grateful for the untiring
efforts of our ministers, support staff,
and volunteers to continue to livestream
weekly services and provide Dharma
messages, seminars, and discussion
groups remotely. We are grateful for all
of the staff members who maintain the
daily operation of temple business, the
staff members and volunteers who help
to ensure the health and safety of visitors
and the Lumbini children, and to those
who volunteer their time and expertise
to enhance the beauty of the garden and
the maintenance of the building, even
while the temple itself is closed.
Fujinkai’s wish for all of the sangha
is for a safe and happy new year 2022,
when we all could gather at the temple
in person with renewed hope and optimism, listen to the Buddhadharma, and
revive friendships with appreciation
and gratitude.

First of all, thank you for your continuing support of the Temple during
this most unprecedented time!
For 2022 we are hopeful that we will
be able to once again gather in person
and resume our regular activities.
On behalf of the Adult Buddhist
Association we express our deepest
condolences to those who suffered the
loss of family members and friends….
worldwide.
Finally, it was during this past July
when we were able to honor those who
passed away in 2020-2021 at our annual
Hatsubon and Manto-e services. As we
put up the manto-e lanterns we recognized the true significance of what each
lantern represented to their families.
This past year we all learned much about
impermanence and interdependence.
In 2021 ABA members were busy
with vandalism related security improvements to the temple. Our temple
Board approved the installation of an
improved alarm system, video monitoring, new perimeter fencing and a new
and improved electronic gate. We also
added an additional security gate on
our Central Street side.
Thank you to the following for their
efforts to ensure temple security. Steve,
for donating much improved lighting fixtures; Ted for his referral of the
industrial fencing company and Susan
for keeping our members informed
on the progress of all of the projects.
Also, thanks to all of you who made
great recommendations for security
improvements.
Finally, we could not have accomplished all of this without our Property/
ABA crew who are always willing to provide assistance/donations for the above
projects. Our members recognize that
their efforts help defray maintenance
costs so that your generous donations
can be used to ensure the future of the
temple and the Dharma.
In conclusion, thank you to our
community, members and friends who
made such generous donations to the

Happy New Year!
The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted our choir activities for a second
straight year, but we stuck together and
kept the music going. We had our fair
share of challenges conducting virtual
practices via Zoom, but it was encouraging to connect with each other on a
regular basis.
The silver lining was that we could
join from wherever we might be. We
had members connecting from as far
as the East Coast and even Japan.
While it’s not the same as being together
at the temple, it was special to be able
to connect and be with one another. For
this coming year, I hope we continue to
connect, sing, and make others smile
along the way.
I sincerely hope we can meet in
person at the temple as soon as it is
safe to do so. I look forward to another
special year with you and wish you
and your family a happy and healthy
new year.

(Please see ABA, page 4)

Sincerely,
Kazue
Otani Choir

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Mrs. Michiko Koga (92)
December 8, 2021

Mr. Wayne Takashi Kasai (66)
December 17, 2021

Namu Amida Butsu
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LUMBINI
CORNER
Happy 2022! We cannot believe
how fast the year came to an end and
another one has begun! We hope everyone enjoyed the winter holidays safely
or virtually with family and friends.
2020 was a unique year and 2021
has been equally unlike any other. As
challenging as it has been, we have
been able to keep our doors open and
have made every effort to continue to
encourage our students to learn to their
fullest abilities. With the support of
a caring staff and caring families, the
students succeed each year and grow
into the next.
This year we held several fundraisers to help keep us afloat and we thank
you all for your continued support.
The Panda Express fundraisers, Azay
fundraiser, and Love for Lumbini Virtual
Silent Auction have been so beneficial to
our school and we are grateful to each
and every one of you who participated
and donated.
On behalf of the Lumbini Child
Development Center Staff and Commissioners, we would like to take this
opportunity to wish everyone a happy
and healthy new year. Thank you to
everyone for your generous support
and donations through our “Love for
Lumbni” campaign, especially during
these unprecedented times. We are looking forward to another successful year.
In Gassho,
Leslie Nicho, LCDC Director

BECOME A
HIGASHI MEMBER
IN 2022!
Membership dues are $350.00 for dual/
family (includes children of the primary
member under age 22) and $175.00 for
individual members. Paid Temple Members may receive 10% off coupons from
Fugetsu-Do and Toyo Miyatake Studio
upon request from the office.

Jr. YBA News

2020 was a mess of confusion and
widespread panic, but luckily we were
able to find balance amidst all the chaos
and started getting things into order.
As we headed into 2021 things were
looking for the better, people were safer,
everything was opening up, and the
vaccine went public. However if there
is one big takeaway from 2021 that we
should bring into this upcoming new
year, that is to stay connected. During
these tough times we needed to always
remember to look out for one another
and to always remember the bonds we
held with others and not to take them
for granted. So cheers to the New Year,
in hopes that we will be more connected
than ever moving into 2022 and to build
upon each other and what we started.
(ŌTANI, cont. from page 1)
find a way to maintain a “place” where
the nenbutsu sangha continues to grow
at the Betsuin and at all of our temples.
We are approaching the 850th Celebration of Shinran Shōnin’s Birth and
the 800th Anniversary of the Establishment of Jōdo Shinshū which will be held
in 2023 at our mother temple in Kyoto.
Steady progress is being made in the
preparation for those major events. I
sincerely look forward to sharing the
opportunity with all of you in person
to celebrate the birth of Shinran Shōnin.
Thank you.
(KIGOSHI, cont. from page 1)
I truly feel that I owe what I am
today to the support and guidance the
temple members in the United States
and Japan extended to me. With those
experiences in mind, I have always
reminded myself of the importance of
“walking the Buddhist path together
with our fellow seekers.”
As many of you heard, Bishop Hiroshi Tajima, the former Chief Administrator and my immediate predecessor,
passed away in September 2021.
The late Bishop Tajima had devoted
himself to steering our denomination

in the right direction despite the unprecedented problems caused by the
pandemic. He had always envisioned
what the future of our denomination
should be and actively took on the
leadership in realizing the vision for
our denomination. It was so regrettable that he suddenly passed away
during his term of office. Once again,
I express my sincerest appreciation for
his tremendous contributions to our
denomination in addition to my deepest condolences on his passing. Keeping
Bishop Tajima’s wishes in mind, I will
abide by his cabinet’s directions and
enforce the administrative policies that
they had developed.
As of now, there seems to be no end
in sight to the coronavirus pandemic
which wreaked havoc to the world for
the past two years. After the peak last
summer, the situation seems to have
reached a moderate level in Japan. However, I have heard that the people in our
overseas districts continue to struggle
with dire situations. Since last year, it has
become normal to hold temple events using online streaming without in-person
attendance. In a sense, it was as if our
entire denomination was challenged to
devise more effective ways to share our
teaching even in normal times.
In such difficult circumstances, I am
convinced that it is even more crucial for
us to revive the nenbutsu sangha where
all of us can rediscover each other as
“spiritual friends” in a spirit of mutual
respect.
On this occasion, I express my
sincerest wish that we will awaken
together to our deepest wishes to live
together as a sangha in accordance with
the Tathāgatha’s Original Vow.
In conclusion, I wish to ask for
your continued support as we begin
the new year.
Thank you
(ABA, cont. from page 3)
vandalism fund to ensure the security
of our ministers, employees, members,
and visitors.
In gassho,
ABA
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2022 - The Year of the tiger
As Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, we
certainly don’t base our lives on such
things as zodiacs. It is interesting,
though, to explore what they have to
say. If you read on, you can find out
the characteristics supposedly found
in “Tiger” year people, and there are
at least a few things said that certainly
apply to one “Tiger” I know. Maybe it’s
only coincidence, maybe the old masters
of China knew a little of what they were
talking about. You be the judge. At any
rate, maybe there are some hints both
tiger and non-tiger people can receive
in setting goals for this new year. The
following is taken from the book, THE
JAPANESE FORTUNE CALENDAR,
by Reiko Chiba.
Tiger people are sensitive, short-

tempered, given to deep thinking, and
capable of great sympathy for those of
whom they are fond. Other people have
deep respect for those born in the year
of the tiger, but on occasion, tiger-born
people come into conflict with older
people or those who have higher authority. People give tiger people much
more credit for achievement than they
deserve. Tiger people cannot make up
their minds quickly enough and delay an
important decision until is it too late to
make a good one. They have somewhat
narrow minds and are highly suspicious
of other people and don’t trust them.
Although courageous and stubborn,
tiger people can be selfish and just a bit
mean. Yet, among Asian people, and
especially the people of Japan, it is a for-

tuitous thing
for a man to
be born in the
year of the tiger. The tiger,
it is believed,
represents the
greatest terrestrial power and stands as
an emblem of protection over human
life. It chases away the “three disasters”:
thieves, fire and ghosts.
The first and third phases of the
tiger-born person’s life will be smooth
and easygoing. It is the second phase
that will bring the most difficulties.
Unless the problems during the second
phase are handled carefully, they may
overlap and run into the third phase.

(ITO, cont. from page 1)
challenges we may experience, we find
that we have the capability of living
meaningfully even then.
We hope to get back to in-person
Sunday services soon and together
physically in the near future. As our
Overseas District Abbot Yul Ōtani
said in his wonderful message at our
Hoonkō Service in November, being
able to stream our services, study sessions, and so forth is good, but being
able to gather together at the temple as
a sangha is the ideal.
Best wishes for a wonderful 2022.
We look forward to seeing you all in
person very soon. Please stay safe and
healthy.

(BRENION, cont. from page 2)
maybe I’ll really grasp the teachings,
and even more, hope that I’ll be able to
live by them.
Hope is one of those words you
don’t hear much from Buddhists. I’m not
sure why. Maybe I missed that lesson. So
I hope I’ll learn it this time! Of course,
there is the kind of hope based on desire
and delusion. I hope that I’ll live better…
so I’ll spend money on lottery tickets.
But it is far more likely that I’ll be struck
by lightening first. So this kind of hope
is greatly misplaced. But there is a hope
that is not so displaced. If I encounter
a good teacher or good friend who will
speak truthfully to my situation then I
may reasonably hope that as I walk the
path I’ll see good results. Perhaps not in
the ways I’d like, but good results in my
own attitudes and approaches.
So what do I hope for this year? I
hope to sit more at the foot of the Buddha
and listen to the Dharma most carefully.
I hope to walk with good friends like
Shinran, and all you in the Sangha in
living more closely what I am receiving.
So I hope, and I hope also that you
too will find your own hope’s desire.

(NAD, cont. from page 2)
and of our temples depend on the encouragement we receive from all of you.
We thank you for continued support
and hope that we will be able to physically gather together soon to deepen
our understanding of the teaching of
the nenbutsu.
In the Spring of 2023, the 800th
Celebration of the Birthday of Shinran
Shōnin and the 800th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Jōdo Shinshū will take
place at our mother temple in Kyoto with
the theme, “Namu Amida Butsu – To
Discover the Meaning of Being Born
as Human Beings.” We will eventually
have our own district celebration some
time after that.
Thank you for your continued support of our district. Stay safe and healthy.
Best wishes for a wonderful 2022.

Gassho,
Noriaki Ito
Rinban

U

Gassho,
Noriaki Ito

