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TEMPLE SCHEDULE
JANUARY

 17 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group
 24 10:00am Family Service
 31 10:00am Eitaikyo Service
   Annual General 
   Meeting

FEBRUARY
 7 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 14 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group
 21 10:00am Family Service
 28 10:00am Sunday Service

MARCH
 7 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 14 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group
 21 10:00am Spring Ohigan Service
 21 1:00pm Spring Seminar
 28 10:00am Sunday Service

WWayay
The

sunday, january 31, 2021 - 10:00am

EITAIKYO SERVICE
on facebook live

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
sunday, january 31, 2021 - 11:30am - VIA ZOOM
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New Year Greetings

Around this time last year we looked 
forward to welcoming in the first year of 
a new decade. But unfortunately, 2020 
will be a year that we will never forget. 
Due to the covid-19 pandemic, the last 
time we were able to gather together 
at the temple for a service on a Sunday 
morning was on March 8th.  Since then 
the temple has basically been closed. 
Utilizing the available technology, 
however, we have been able to stream 
our Sunday services online.  But we 
certainly have missed seeing all of you 
on a regular basis. Hopefully soon we 
will all be vaccinated and will be able 
to return to our normal lives. 

It is, though, precisely at times like 
this that the guidance we receive from 

Yul Ōtani
Overseas District Abbot, 

Shinshū Ōtani-ha
(Higashi Honganji)

Bishop Hiroshi Tajima
Chief Administrator, 

Shinshū Ōtani-ha 
(Higashi Honganji)

Best Wishes for A 
Happy New Year!

Rinban Noriaki Ito

To our fel-
low followers 
in the over-
seas districts, 
I wish you all 
a Happy New 
Year.

Through-
out the pre-
vious year, 
all of us have 
struggled in 
the midst of 

the coronavirus pandemic and it is still 
uncertain as to what the future will 
unfold. Despite the challenges, our 
overseas district temples devised a way 
to hold Hōonkō services last fall. I wish to 
express my appreciation to all of you in 
observing this most important service. I 
deeply missed the opportunity to attend 
the services held in the districts and to 
see all of you in person.

The teaching of Jōdo Shinshū which 
Shinran Shōnin clarified has always 
reminded us of the truth of the equality 
of all people regardless of nationality, 
ethnicity, gender, and age.

As the newly installed Overseas 
District Abbot, I have renewed my com-
mitment to share the joy of having en-
countered the teaching of the nenbutsu. 
It is the embodiment of the original 
vow of the Buddha, which enables us to 
realize the equality of all people around 
the world beyond the boundaries of 
linguistic and cultural differences.

In sharing the joy of encountering 
this teaching with each other, we can 
realize a world where all people are 
accepted as they are and treated with 
mutual respect. Such a world will enable 

To all of 
you in our 
overseas dis-
tricts, I wish 
to first  ex-
tend my New 
Year ’s greet-
ings. I would 
also like to 
express my 
deepest ap-
preciation for 
the support 

and understanding you continue to 
give to our Sangha.

The covid-19 pandemic is still a 
grave situation to everyone worldwide. 
I have heard that many temples and 
sanghas in the overseas districts have 
managed to share their Hōonkō service 
and other events remotely with our 
members using the internet.

Although we have faced many chal-
lenges caused by the pandemic, I think 
that this difficult situation has given 
us a chance to reflect more deeply on 
the meaning and significance of our 
services and temple events. It makes us 
realize that we should not take things 
for granted. From that perspective, we 
need to think about the direction our 
sangha should take as we move toward 
the future.

In April this year, the “Preparatory 
Event for the 2023 Celebration and the 
750th Anniversary of the Establishment 
of Shinshū Honbyō” will be held at our 
mother temple in Kyoto. This will be a 
preview for the 850th Celebration of 
Shinran Shōnin’s Birth and the 800th 
Anniversary of the Establishment of 
Jōdo Shinshū, which will be held in 2023. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Wayne Itoga, President

Board of Directors
What a difference 10 months make: 

new ideas, new words, new norms; a 
turbulent time, both absurd and acute.  
From my reasonably permeable bubble, 
I enjoy good health and know people 
who are rational, and who safeguard 
their health and the health of others.  
I have a place to shelter and remain 
employed.  I have wonderful sons and 
precious relationships.  There are so 
many things that I don’t have to have 
anxiety about and only things to be 
thankful for (yet I try awfully hard to 
find things to complain about).  Through 
it all, as it has been for countless others 
since 1904, the temple continues to be an 

(Please see ITO, page 4)

(Please see TAJIMA, page 4) (Please see ITOGA, page 4)(Please see OTANI, page 4)
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E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

Betsuin News
New Year Greetings

Get Lost 2020!
Rev. Peter Hata

Rev. Masashi Fujii
Higashi Honganji USA Headquarters

Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Higashi Honganji USA Headquarters

A New Year Thought for Us
in Twenty Twenty-one.
Rev. Frederick BrenionHappy New Year! I wish to express 

my deepest gratitude for your continued 
support of our temples throughout the 
unprecedented tragedy and devastation 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic last 
year. It is so heart-wrenching to see not 
only that so many people have lost their 
lives to the disease and damaged their 
health by the infection, but also that tens 
of thousands of people have lost their 
jobs because of the lockdowns. Even 
though it was such a distressful year, 
it also can be said that we were given 
opportunities to reflect on what really 
matters most in our lives. Let’s go back to 
the original spirit of Mahayana, which is 
embodied as Shinran Shōnin’s teaching, 
and continue to walk the broad path of 
awakening guided by the everlasting 
truth in the teaching.

Happy New Year! I am grateful to 
all of you for all of the assistance we 
received from you last year. My son 
who was born here in the United States 
started to walk. It amazes me everyday 
to see how much he grows. Thanks to 
you, we were able to spend a nice four 
years in America. I’d like to express my 
gratitude for your kindness and look 
forward to your continued guidance 
and support.

I wish I had good wishes for this 
year. I don’t. I’m really worn out. I bet 
that all of you are too. My late father-in-
law often remarked that any year you 
get through is a good year. Well, we got 
through 2020. I guess it must have been 
a good year somehow.

We have our work cut out for us in 
this new year as Buddhists. If there is 
one thing that 2020 has revealed is how 
deep delusional thinking is across this 
planet. People are dying of Covid in 
complete denial that they have it. Close 
to half the voters in our recent election 
think that the other half voted for the 
worse person.  How is this possible? 
What are they missing? What are WE 
missing? Buddhism challenges us to 
face up to ourselves and see our own 

(Please see BRENION, page 5)

Submissions for The Way are due the 
10th of each month for the following 
month’s issue.  Articles and announce-
ments for our April/May 2021  Issue are 
due March 10th, 2021.  Submissions may 
be subject to printing restrictions and 
staff approval.  Thank you and we look 
forward to hearing from you!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!

I recently saw a story in the news 
with the title, “Get Lost 2020!” (Associ-
ated Press, 12/6/20). As we begin 2021, 
I’m pretty sure we can all agree with that 
sentiment. In the story, the list of 2020 
experiences we’d like to leave behind 
included our Zoom meeting burnout, 
“masks, masks, masks,” sweatpants, 
social distancing, the specter of racial 
injustice, and of course, the 2020 election.

But maybe not all things from 2020 
need be left behind. One of the “silver 
linings” the story mentioned was that, 
because of restaurant closures and the 
emphasis on “safer at home,” family din-
ners are “back on the table,” and many 
have made new friends or deepened old 
friendships through those Zoom meet-
ings (misery loves company?). There’s 
also the explosion of movies and shows 
streaming online which, to a large extent, 
helped counteract the closure of theatres. 
Personally, I’m grateful for my Disney+ 

subscription, without which, I wouldn’t 
have been able to enjoy Hamilton, Star 
Wars, and The Mandalorian.

Interestingly, the story also men-
tioned the increase in people rediscov-
ering the “big outdoors,” going outside 
and hiking in the local mountains in 
order to escape the sameness of work-
ing from home. Of course, since I’m not 
the outdoorsy type, “experiencing the 
outdoors” has actually meant “al fresco” 
dining at local restaurants. However, 
with that option off the table due to the 
current stay-at-home order, is it time to 
give hiking a try?

The story did conclude with a valu-
able point, one in line with the teaching 
of impermanence. Though 2020 was a 
tough year, things like infectious dis-
eases are not exactly unprecedented. It 
mentioned that in the 1918 flu pandemic, 

about 1/3 of the entire world’s popula-

tion was infected and 50 million people 
died. We’re also reminded of the bigger 
picture beyond our own bubble and that, 
in the current pandemic, many business 
owners have lost their livelihoods and 
many families are struggling to afford 
food.

And because everything, including 
the pandemic, is in constant change, we 
will someday once again meet in the 
temple. And so, as we begin 2021, we 
should stay safe, try to be of assistance to 
others and, as the Buddha taught, return 
our attention to the present moment. 
In the words of the story, “For those of 
us who have jobs and food and a roof, 
just breathe.”
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New Year Greetings
Fujinkai

Greetings from the ABA

We can probably all agree that 2020 
has been the most challenging year in 
our lifetime.  We have been devastated 
by the tremendous loss of loved ones, the 
economic hardships suffered by job loss 
and business closures, the inadequacy of 
remote learning, and feelings of anxiety, 
loneliness, and isolation from family 
and friends.  

The one Fujinkai activity we were 
able to have before the temple closed 
was our annual memorial service, 
general meeting, and bento luncheon.  
We thank you for your generous sup-
port.  Many temple activities have had 
to be cancelled since March, but due to 
the creative and untiring efforts of our 
ministers, support staff, and volunteers, 
we have been able to participate in 
the Sunday services live-streamed on 
Facebook, or view them at a later time 
on Facebook or YouTube.  Dharma 
messages in Japanese at the monthly 
Shotsuki and other major services have 
offered our Japanese-speaking sangha a 

meaningful way to connect, although we 
all miss seeing our friends at the temple.  
The Michi newsletter provides another 
way we can connect online in English 
and Japanese.  

Through all the difficulties of the 
pandemic, we have learned to be more 
compassionate and show many ways to 
be kind and help one another.  We have 
learned to be more resilient and adapt 
to the changing circumstances of safety 
protocols and daily living.  We have 
learned to be more grateful and cherish 
what we used to take for granted.  

So Fujinkai’s wish for all of the 
sangha – a bright new year 2021 with 
renewed hope and optimism, anticipat-
ing widespread vaccinations, so that we 
can soon safely gather at the temple to 
listen to the Buddhadharma in person 
and revive our friendships with ap-
preciation and gratitude in our hearts.  

First of all, thank you for your con-
tinuing support of the Temple during 
this most unprecedented time!

Please accept our deepest con-
dolences to those who have suffered 
immeasurable loss during this terrible 
pandemic. 

We are hopeful for 2021. Accord-
ing to the Chinese lunar calendar, in 
February we will be looking forward to 
welcoming the “Year of the Ox”!!! 

As a result of the pandemic, our core 
ABA/Property committee discussed 
our concerns about the closure of the 
Temple and its continued financial 
health and maintenance. We antici-
pated lower revenues and felt that we 
would do what we could, to defray 
maintenance and security expenses. 
Most importantly, however, we wanted 
to insure the health and safety of our 
working group by strictly complying 
with Covid-19 protocols.  

Initially, our goal was to insure that 
the Temple was secure and well main-
tained because the BOD had originally 
anticipated a possible opening in May. 
Based upon requests we secured perim-
eter gates with additional hardware and 
locks. In addition, members conducted 
weekly and periodic security checks 
of the Temple.

As a result of some of the vandal-
ism and looting in the downtown area 
including Little Tokyo we monitored 
reports provided by law enforcement, 
the Little Tokyo Business Improvement 
District and the Little Tokyo Public 
Safety Assn. We relayed any potential 
threats to our Lumbini pre-school, 
ministers and office staff so they were 
aware of any possible security con-
cerns while enroute or working at the 
Temple. We were fortunate that Frank 
Edwards, the owner of Steele Security 
conducted “courtesy checks” of the 

Otani Gakuen

Dear Friends,

Happy new year! This past year 
was challenging to say the least, but I 
am hopeful that 2021 will bring you and 
your family good health and happiness.

 As you know, the COVID-19 pan-
demic interrupted a lot of choir’s ac-
tivities, including the memorial services 
and a visit to the retirement home since 
March 2020. We followed the guidance 
of public health officials and suspended 
activities not knowing how long the 
pandemic would last. At last, we started 
virtual meetings via Zoom in October, 
and what fun we had!

It was challenging at first since ev-
eryone couldn’t sing at the same time 
due to technical difficulties. But the choir 
members were resilient and figured out 
a way to mute and unmute their Zoom 
accounts, and eventually, we made it 
work. It wasn’t the same as practicing in 
person at the temple, but above all, we 
were reminded that’s it’s fun to connect 
and be with one another—and to cherish 
the fact that we could.

I was glad to see that everyone 
wanted to connect, even if it had to be 
virtual, and that everyone continued to 
support and encourage one another dur-
ing these challenging times. We can’t see 
into the future, but I would like to think 
that we can continue to think about and 
help each other through this pandemic 
and beyond. I believe in the power of 
connection through music and singing 
and hope the Otani Gakuen can provide 
that for you in the coming months.

We look forward to resuming Otani 
Gakuen activities and hope we can meet 
with you in person at the temple as soon 
as it is safe to do so.

 We hope that you and your family 
are doing well and that you have a happy 
and healthy 2021!

 
Sincerely,
On behalf of Otani Gakuen,
Kazue
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LUMBINI CORNER
Happy 2021!  We cannot believe 

how fast the year came to an end and 
another one has begun!  We hope every-
one enjoyed the winter holidays safely 
or virtually with family and friends.

A phrase that we have been hearing 
from everyone, “2020 was truly like no 
other.”  As challenging as it has been, 
we have been able to keep our doors 
open since July and have made every 
effort to continue to strive to encour-
age our students to learn to their fullest 
abilities.  With the support of a caring 
staff and caring families, the students 
are able to succeed each year and grow 
into the next.

On behalf of the Lumbini Child 
Development Center Staff and Com-
missioners, we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a happy 
and healthy new year.  Thank you to 
everyone for your generous support 
and donations through our “Love for 
Lumbni” campaign, especially during 
these unprecedented times, for our 
teachers and cooking staff.  We are look-
ing forward to another successful year.

In Gassho,
Leslie Nicho, LCDC Director

The main theme of the April event is the 
same as the 2023 anniversary, “Namu 
Amida Butsu: To Discover the Mean-
ing of Being Born as Human Beings.” 
We will livestream this event on the 
internet in order to comply with public 
health guidance. This will also enable 
us to share the theme of the event with 
people throughout Japan and around 
the world.

It is my sincerest wish that even 
though we are still living in difficult 
times, I will be united with all of you 
in the overseas districts in continuing to 
listen to the Dharma and work towards 
restoring and preserving the Shin Bud-
dhist way of life.

In conclusion, I wish to ask for 
your continued support as we begin 
the new year.

Thank you.

(TAJIMA, cont. from page 1)

the Buddhadharma is so important.  We 
remember the lessons of impermanence 
and of interconnectedness, and I am 
sure it has helped all of us to cope with 
the difficulties we’ve had to experience.

Our ministerial and office staff, 
our volunteers, and the guidance from 
our board leadership have enabled us 
to continue on in these unprecedented 
and difficult times. In welcoming a 
brand new year, we look forward to the 
opportunity to greet all of you again in 
person. May the year 2021 be one filled 
with much happiness and the opportu-
nity to once again gather with our family 
and friends. Best wishes to everyone for 
a wonderful 2021. 

(ITO, cont. from page 1)

important part of my life: venerating the 
Buddha, continuing to share a timeless 
message of wisdom and compassion, 
and building community.  I am humbled 
to be a momentary blip on the radar of 
the temple’s long history and glad to 
have an opportunity to be of service.  
The new year has always been about 
promise and hope and the better days 
that most assuredly lie ahead.  Thank 
you for your support, encouragement, 
and kindness.  Happy New Year.

(ITOGA, cont. from page 1)

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING 
TO HIGASHI HONGANJI 

BUDDHIST TEMPLE AT 

HHBT-LA.ORG

facebook.com/hhbt.la

@higashihonganjila

Higashi Honganji
Buddhist Temple

visit our website at
hhbt-la.org

The best way to stay updated with 
HHBT News is our EMAIL LIST. 

Please sign up on our website or by 
sending an email 

to INFO@HHBT-LA.ORG

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
BABY  ANNOUNCEMENT

To Parents Byron Yamada & Mika Ito
Big Sister Mie

& Grandparents 
Rinban Noriaki & Janet Ito

a New Baby Boy
Keizo Ito Yamada

Born on December 5, 2020

 CONGRATULAT IONS ! us to discover the meaning of having 
been born as human beings and find 
true joy of living. I believe this is how 
we can find a ray of hope for the future 
of humanity.

On April 5th, 2021, we will hold the 
“Preparatory Event for the 2023 Celebra-
tion and the 750th Anniversary of the 
Establishment of Shinshū Honbyō” at 
our mother temple in Kyoto. It is my 
wish that this event will serve as an op-
portunity for all of us around the world 
to celebrate the birth of our spiritual 
forebear, Shinran Shōnin, together. For 
myself, it will be the chance to reaffirm 
my commitment to continue to listen to 
and learn from the teaching.

In closing, I share my sincere wish 
that our world will return to normal 
soon so that we will be able to see each 
other again.

Thank you

(OTANI, cont. from page 1)

New Year Greetings
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Temple grounds and perimeter in the 
late evenings.  ABA members contin-
ued to conduct security checks during 
March, April and throughout the year. 

Thanks to Tad Kawahira who 
continued to maintain the garden and 
grounds which gave the impression to 
observers that the Temple was in opera-
tion.  In May he asked for support with 
the upgrade of the walking path in our 
garden at Central/Third Street. Mem-
bers assisted by moving wheelbarrows 
of rock into the southeast garden area.

In June we spent weekends work-
ing on the plumbing in the first floor 
restrooms. In July Steve Murata and 
the ABA provided supplies to replace 
the water heater and vent that had cor-
roded beyond recognition.  In late July 
we replaced the 100 gallon water heater 
anticipating that it would not last the 
year. Removing a huge water heater 
and then replacing it takes the effort of 
several members; perhaps more because 
we are old guys.  (If you are interested in 
helping with any of these maintenance 
issues please contact the Temple office)

In August, we were tasked by Dr. 
Penny to prepare the Temple for pos-
sible opening in accord with Covid 
-19 protocols. Ted met with Penny and 
the crew conducted a run-through to 
confirm and check our compliance and 
safe distancing issues. Measurements 
were taken both inside and outside of 
the temple. 

Plumbing and lighting repairs 
were initiated during September and 
October. In November our parking lot 
gate de-railed and would not close. That 

(ABA, cont. from page 3)
delusional thoughts for what they are.

This is a hard nut to crack. But we’re 
not alone in this. We’ve had good teach-
ers, good friends who have shown us 
the way. There’s a person called Buddha 
who was able to get a singular insight 
into this and showed it to the rest of us. 
And that’s important…because we have 
to be shown.

So I guess that’s the challenge of this 
coming year. To really look at ourselves. 
To ask a good friend, a good teacher to 
show us where we are failing to see. My 
life has been filled with many moments 
of friends who have held up a mirror for 
me to see myself. Painful, but I’ve been 
the better for it.

So let’s help each other to see, then 
maybe we can call 2021 a good year, and 
not just by getting through it!

(BRENION, cont. from page 2)
resulted in a day long welding repair of 
a decayed and broken track at which 
time Steve also reinforced some of the 
existing welding junction points.

During the pandemic, we reported 
to the City significant instances of van-
dalism (graffiti) on our outside block 
walls both on Third Street and Central. 
Fortunately the City Graffiti Removal 
Team responded within a few weeks. 
They water-blasted our block walls at 
no cost to the Temple. 

Our ABA/Property committee 
members….for the most part….enjoy 
working together to help defray main-
tenance and security costs. In addition, 
the ABA agreed to subsidize the costs 
of materials and supplies because we 
all knew that your generous donations 
could be used for purposes which will 
insure the future of the Temple and the 
Dharma.  

For their work during this Pandemic 
year thanks to the following; Tad, Gary, 
Steve, Ted, Patrick, Nathan, John, Penny, 
Frank and David. 

Please take care and stay safe!!!

Thank you,
ABA

Jr. YBA News
We know that you all let out similar 

sighs of relief as the clock struck twelve on 
the first day of 2021, and although we can’t 
celebrate a new start together, we want to 
remind you that we made it! 2020 was a 
very difficult year. It’s impossible to try and 
recap everything that we had to go through, 
but it’s 2021! Nothing is permanent, so why 
dwell on the past? Quarantine has opened 
our eyes to the little things in our lives 
that we never knew we would miss. From 

something as small as breathing in fresh 
air during a short walk, to going to a lively 
Dodger game cheering alongside thousands 
of fans. Take these memories and hold on 
to them for when we get out of quarantine. 
This won’t last forever, and soon enough 
we’ll all be hugging our families and friends 
again. We’ll be back at the temple soon and 
we cannot wait to see you all. Happy New 
Year, everyone!!

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Mrs. Fumiye Hamade (89)
November 21, 2020

Namu Amida Butsu

New Year Greetings
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Higashi Honganji Betsuin gratefully appreciates the generous donations received from the following: 

In the event of an inadvertent omission of a donor's name, please contact the temple.  
This month’s acknowledgments include November 25, 2020 through December 21, 2020

HOONKO SERVICE DONATIONS
 $50 Takehara, Sumi & Nathan
 25 Oyama, Ted
MEMBERSHIP DONATIONS 
 $400 Nishimura, Gary 
 350 Kasai, Candice
 350 Kasai, Mark 
 350 Komatsu, Kelly 
 350 Nagamiya, Takae/Blackman, Tan-

ner 
 350 Suzuki, Katsuo 
 350 Tanji, Frank (2021)
 350 Watanabe, Takashi 
 350 Watanabe, Takashi (2021)
 349 Komatsu, Janett 
 20 Katano, Tohru 
MEMORIAL SERVICE DONATIONS
 $200 Ota, John/Irene (Re-interment of 

grandparents’ ashes)
 100 Shimizu, Bruce & Nagatomi, Kiyo 

Family (49-day Memorial for Toshi 
Ashikaga)

NOKOTSU-DO DONATIONS 
 $600 Enoki, Toshihisa 
SHOTSUKI SERVICE DONATIONS
 $100 Ariza, Sally (for Sam Susumu Ariza)
 100 Harris, Marilyn (for Betty Fusaye 

Kaga)
 100 Hosoda, Martha/Slow, Beverly 

(for Nancy Masako Mitsuuchi)

 100 Iwamoto, Sumiko (for Yoshio Iwa-
moto)

 100 Iwaoka, Masaaki (for Miyoko 
Iwaoka)

 100 Kawahira, Tadahide (for Fumiko 
Gushiken)

 100 Kokuga, Arlene (for Taroji Kami-
naka)

 100 Kozai, Henry T. (for Katsuko Kozai)
 100 Nagano, Bob (for Tomoye Nagano)
 100 Ogawa, Robyn (for Florence Ya-

mada)
 100 Okuyama, Robert (for Masami 

Okuyama)
 75 Ikemiyashiro, Jorge 
 50 Barbod, Elaine (for Katsu Kozai)
 50 Enomoto, Tatsuko (50yr for Matsu-

kubo Ichikame)
 50 Francis, Misa 
 50 Higashi, Minori (for Nobuko Hi-

gashi)
 50 Yamamoto, Kathleen (for Miyeko 

M. Yamamoto)
 30 Toyoda, Sachiko (for Toshiko 

Nishida)
 25 Yamamoto, Kathleen (for Shigemon 

Gamachi)
 20 Ashikaga, Hisamaru (for Yoshi 

Nakai)
SPECIAL DONATIONS  

 $2,000 Murata, Penny
 2,000 TaikoProject-Yamami 
 200 Komatsu, Kelly 
 200 Kurihara-Johnson, Nancy S. (De-

cember Virtual Service Donation)
 50 Briones, William V. & Nobuko 

(Office Supplies)
 50 Nicholson, Charles R. 
 50 Wu, George(In honor of my high 

school calculus teacher, Mrs. Nich-
olson’s amazing amigurumi skills)

 20 Kiyomoto, Utako 
 10 Anonymous 
 10 Ebiringah, Uchenna 
“THE WAY” DONATIONS
 $100 Ota, John/Irene 
 50 Takehara, Sumi & Nathan

2021 is the year of the Ox according 
to the Asian zodiac. Those of you born 
in the years, 1901, 1913, 1925, 1937, 
1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009 are 
considered to be ox people.

The year of the Ox is generally 
considered to be a good year, one in 
which difficulties can be overcome 
by steady, patient effort backed by 
strength. Slow, sure process is the rule 
for the Year of the Ox not impulsive, 
thoughtless action. According to 
Asian astrology, people born in the 
Year of the Ox possess the character-
istics of that animal. They appear out-
wardly deliberate and slow moving, 
but they may be goaded into irritation 
and acts of rage. Although they may 
sometimes seem to be indecisive and 
slow to come to a decision, they are really 
patient and persevering. When they set 
their minds on something, they usually 

won’t give up until they attain their goal. 
Their steady, consistent effort brings 
them ultimate success. Ox year people 
are really alert, but just not given to 
talking much; they are patient, however, 
and can inspire confidence in others.

Such people are extremely dexter- 
ous and can do almost anything with 
their hands. Though placid and easy go-

ing on the surface, they are remarkably 
stubborn and hate to fail at anything they 
have undertaken. If they are opposed, 
they can become somewhat unpleasant. 
They are reserved in their emotions, 
never demonstrative.

Does this describe you or anyone 
you know? Most of the above explana- 
tion points to the qualities we see in 
that animal. Cows and oxen in his-
tory have been extremely important 
to humans, for their work in helping 
with heavy work in farming, for their 
milk, and as a source of food.

Even if we are not ox people, let 
us emulate some of those good quali-
ties of patience and perseverance as 
we begin the new year.

(Parts of this article were ex-
cerpted from THE ASIAN ANIMAL 
ZODIAC by Ruth Q. Sun)
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