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TEMPLE
SCHEDULE

JANUARY
 17 10:00am Eitaikyo Service
   NY Luncheon
 24 10:00am Family Service
 31 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group

FEBRUARY
 7 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 14 10:00am Sunday Service
 21 10:00am Family Service
 28 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group

MARCH
 6 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 7 8:00am Betsuin Golf 
   Tournament
 13 10:00am Sunday Service
 20 10:00am Spring Ohigan Service
 20 1:00pm Spring Seminar (E/J)

Way
The

Happy New Year!
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New Year Greetings
Chōyū Ōtani

Overseas District Abbot, 
Shinshū Ōtani-ha 

(Higashi Honganji)

Bishop Kōi Sato’o
Chief Administrator, 

Shinshū Ōtani-ha 
(Higashi Honganji)

Rinban Noriaki Ito

David Ikeda, President
Board of Directors

Happy New Year everyone.  Best 
wishes for a wonderful 2016.  I wish to 
take this opportunity to thank all of you 
for the support and guidance you have 
given to our temple and to me person-
ally during the previous year.

As time passes and I find myself 
now in my late 60s, it seems that a year 
passes so much more quickly than when 
I was younger.  Fortunately, my health is 
holding up and, though quite busy, I am 
enjoying my work and my everyday life. 

Thanks to all of you, the temple is 
doing fine also.  Mr. David Ikeda, the 
President of our Board of Directors, 
the many leaders and active members 
are doing a wonderful job of planning 
so many activities and events that are 
being enjoyed by so many members and 
friends throughout the year.  We have 
also been able to plan many seminars, 
retreats, and special services that enable 

On behalf of the Board of Directors 
I wish all of you a Happy New Year!

2016 marks our temple’s 40th Anni-
versary at our current location in Little 
Tokyo.  As I reflect back on the past year 
I have much gratitude that our Sangha 
is thriving in many areas. Twenty years 
ago I would leave a darkened temple. 
Other than our board meetings there 
were few scheduled activities. Now we 
conduct our board meetings to the beat 
of taiko drums. 

The temple has become a very busy 
place with bi-monthly study classes, 
religious seminars, pre-school classes, 

Otani choir practices, Japanese dance, 
taiko, bon odori aerobics, zumba, and 
yoga classes. Craft fairs, bargain sales, 
charitable gift-giving projects, social 
activities and the preparation for fun-
draising golf tournaments and temple 
benefit dances quickly fill up our temple 
calendar.  Yes, I recognize that these 
activities impact on the cost of utilities 
and maintenance, but I feel much more 
gratified now than leaving the darkened 
temple of years ago. Thank you to all of 
our Sangha members and friends who 
contributed greatly of their time and 
efforts to all of the above events.

Without our property and landscape 
team we would have significantly higher 
maintenance costs. They ensure there is 

I take this op-
portunity to wish 
all of you in the 
overseas districts 
a Happy New 
Year. It is with 
great pleasure 
that I can share 
the joy of wel-
coming the new 
year together 

with all of our fellow followers of the 
teaching of the Buddha.

Last year, I officially moved to Ja-
pan. For me, having grown up in Brazil, 
life in Japan is full of opportunities to 
reflect upon myself since the culture 
and customs are totally different from 
those I am accustomed to. On the other 
hand, I also realize that the differences 

I wish to ex-
tend my warmest 
New Year’s greet-
ings to all of you, 
the members and 
friends of the Hi-
gashi Honganji 
overseas district 
temples.

Throughout 
last year, many 

parts of the world continued to be rav-
aged by wars and conflicts such as the 
coordinated terrorist attacks that oc-
curred in Paris last November. Those 
incidents clearly illustrate that our 
world is assuming an even more seri-
ous aspect of the Latter Dharma Age 
(mappō), as pointed out in deep lament 
by Shinran Shōnin. Being beset by the North America District

Bishop Noriaki Ito
On behalf of Rev. Ryoko Osa, Rev. 

Tomoyuki Hasegawa, and myself, I wish 
to extend our best wishes for a very 
Happy New Year to all of our members 
of the temples in our district.  Also, I wish 
to take this opportunity to thank you 
for the support and guidance you have 
extended to us during the previous year.

One of the most memorable experi-
ences was to invite Rev. Tatsuru Kigoshi 
to serve as our guest speaker at a series 
of seminars and retreats in March 2015.  
Those my age and older will remember 
that Rev. Kigoshi was a minister here 
back in the 1960s, serving at the Berkeley 
temple for many years.  He and his wife 
were able to rekindle their friendship 
with some of the elders at our temples.  

(Please see ŌTANI, page 4)

(Please see NAD, page 4)(Please see IKEDA, page 5)
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E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

New Year Greetings
Rev. Peter Hata Rev. Ryoko Osa

North America District
Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa

North America DistrictAs members of Higashi Honganji, 
we are the Sangha; we are the com-
munity of fellow seekers of the Way 
to Enlightenment. Implicit in the Way 
is that it is a process or path, but how 
do we progress along this path? As we 
experience the truth of the Buddha’s 
teaching of impermanence in our lives, 
as our understanding of this teaching 
deepens, so too do we progress.

What does this deepening under-
standing involve? I think it centers on 
a kind of twofold discovery: We realize 
the relevance of the teaching to our own 
lives and simultaneously, that this truth 
ultimately connects us to all life. We are, 
after all, interconnected in the flow of 
impermanence. This awareness of the 
universal truth of the Buddhist teach-
ing can then guide us throughout our 
lives, whatever we’re doing, whomever 
we’re with, and wherever we are. It 
can also help us open the doors of this 
temple to all people. Thus, my hope is 
that together, we can be a Sangha that 
is constantly listening to the teaching, to 
the Dharma, and therefore, constantly 
becoming more inclusive.

Of course, though the Way implies 
a lifelong path, the most important step 
in our individual and collective lives as 
a Sangha is the first step we take when 
we ”begin on the path,” when as Bud-
dhists we sincerely take refuge and put 
our trust in the Dharma.

Actually, stepping forward onto the 
path as a sincere seeker and student of 
the Dharma isn’t something only ap-
propriate to think about at the onset of 
a new year. True listening cannot help 
but give us a fresh appreciation of our 
lives and of all life. In this way, each and 
every day can be a new beginning. As 
we begin 2016, I hope that we can all 
step forward along this path together.

Happy New Year!
I wish take this opportunity to thank 

you for your support throughout last 
year. And I ask for your continued sup-
port for 2016. This year, we will be hold-
ing the World Dobo Gathering at the 
end of August. Many temple members 
from Japan, South America, and Hawaii 
districts will gather here looking 
forward to meet and talk to you. 
We ask for your cooperation and 
help to make this big event both 
successful and meaningful. I thank you 
in advance for your cooperation and 
guidance.

Happy New Year!  I wish to express 
my deepest gratitude for your continued 
support of the activities of the North 
America District and Shinshu Center 
of America.  I greatly enjoyed all the 
activities at the temple last year and look 
forward to the new year.  Especially the 
12th World Dobo Gathering which we’ll 
host here in Los Angeles in August.  I 
ask for your help with the gathering 
and let’s make this event successful 
and enjoyable.  And more importantly, 
let’s continue to seek the true meaning 
of life while listening to the teaching of 
the nenbutsu together with our sangha 
members.

An Interpretive Greeting from the Heart
(set to the tune of Shinshu Shuka)
Rev. Frederick

Namu Amidabu!  It fills me to the depths.
This Dharma light, it is so bright, it brings such happiness.
In listening, tis’ clear now, the path is opening.
It fills the heart, compassion’s start, true light of liberty.

Namu Amidabu!  My heart is filled with strife.
No words employed can tell the joy of Boundless Light and Life.
This name that calls, it calls for all, I hear with mindfulness.
Entrusting now, my heart doth bow, forever all are grasped.

Namu Amidabu!  This Vow was made for all,
Eternal, deep, as parents keep, regards us one and all.
Let’s now embrace each other, in refuge let us turn,
And find us ever entering Amida’s light so pure.

Namu Amidabu!  I cry in gratitude.
“Namu” brings me humility, “Amidabu” brings Truth.
Together brings a Oneness beyond all finitude,
I gaze on all in wonderment to see the Pure Land’s birth.

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Ms. Ruli Ruri Nagao (86)
December 22, 2015

Namu Amida Butsu
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Betsuin News

On behalf of the Adult Buddhist 
Association we would like to thank 
you for your continued support of the 
Temple and ABA activities in 2015.  As 
in past years ABA sponsored the annual 
Mother’s Day breakfast and the recent 
Hoonko Gathering in November. We 
were pleased to assist in hosting the 
Overseas District Abbott and his wife 
during their recent visit and participa-
tion in our Hoonko services.  In addition 
our members were heavily involved in 
the planning, preparation, set-up and 
take-down for a very warm and suc-
cessful Obon festival. ABA members 
also sponsored a game booth at the West 
Covina Obon Festival. Meanwhile, we 
were involved in many property repair 
and Temple renovation projects through-
out the year. In August, ABA members 
were pleased to sponsor the Maryvale 
Girls Home project and co-sponsor the 
donation of school supplies to our local 
Ninth Street School. Additionally our 
members are monitoring the Temple 
audio visual installation project which 
should be completed by the end of the 
year. 

Thank you and we hope you had a 
wonderful Holiday season!

In Gassho,
ABA

ABA
Happy New Year

Shinnen Omedeto gozaimasu

New Year Greetings
Fujinkai

A very happy new year, 2016, the 
Year of the Monkey!  We thank you, 
temple members and friends, for help-
ing to support Fujinkai activities in 
2015, through your participation and 
generous donations.   We held our 
annual memorial service in February 
where we remembered our past mem-
bers, followed by the general meeting 
and luncheon.  In May, Fujinkai and 
toban members prepared the chirashi 
otoki for the Tanjoe service.  Our biggest 
event every year is the Obon, when we 
prepare the delicious kurimanju and 
osushi.  We made many more packages 
of omanju than the year before, and yet 
we still sold out.  Then a month later, 
we hosted our biggest, most successful, 
Big Bargain Sale ever, at the tail-end of 
Nisei Week, thanks to the many volun-
teers and for the many donated items 
that we sold. We realized that August 
was a much better time to hold the Sale 
than in October, but because the Betsuin 
will host the 12th World Dobo Gathering 
in August this year, we will not have a 
Big Bargain Sale until August of 2017.  
We encourage everyone to participate 
in the Dobo Gathering.  In late October, 
Fujinkai and Rinban Ito, Rev. Hata, and 
Rev. Osa made the annual visit to long 
time members residing at the Keiro 
facilities and at Hollenbeck Palms.  We 
enjoyed the reunion with these friends.  
Fujinkai supported the temple and toban 
with a delicious vegetarian dish, oden, 
for the Hoonko service otoki in Novem-
ber. We also coordinated with ABA to 
donate a sum to a local school, Ninth 
Street School, to help it purchase needed 
supplies.  As always, we welcome new 
members of all ages to join returning 
members to help support our temple.  
Annual membership is only $5.  Please 
join us at our annual memorial service, 
meeting, and luncheon in February.  

Youth Groups
Happy New Year from the Youth 

Groups!  
We have been participating in the 

various temple year-end and New Year 
activities.  Temple members made our 
temple sparkly and clean in time for the 
New Year.  December is also mochitsuki 
month.  We helped pound, shape, and 
of course, eat lots of yummy mochi dur-
ing mochitsuki.  Our favorites were the 
colorful mochi and the ones we were 
allowed to add chocolate and peanut 
butter to!  Yum! 

We’re looking forward to learning 
more new things in 2016 and welcome 
you to join us for special talks from our 
ministers and activities on Shotsuki 
and Family Service Sundays!  Happy 
New Year!

In Gassho,
Dharma School,
Sangha Teens, and Jr. YBA

Hanamatsuri
Craft Fair

Calling all craft vendors!  On Sun-
day, April 24th from 10am to 3pm, we will 
have our Hanamatsuri Craft Fair at the 
Betsuin!  We are looking for vendors who 
make and sell craft items and would like 
to be a part of our Craft Fair.  For more 
information, please contact the temple 
office at 213-626-4200 or email info@
hhbt-la.org.  Vendor applications will be 
available early 2016 and due in March.
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LUMBINI CORNER
Happy 2016!  We cannot believe how 

fast the year came to an end and another 
one has begun!  We hope everyone en-
joyed the winter holidays with family 
and friends.

In December, the children had a 
chance to participate in Mochitsuki 
alongside temple members.  This event 
is a fun time for the kids to experience a 
cultural activity and for our members to 
get to know the children and teach them 
how to make mochi.  The kids all had a 
good time shaping and molding mochi, 
and of course, eating lots of it, too.

Each year, Lumbini strives to en-
courage its students to learn to their 
fullest abilities.   With the support of 
a caring staff and caring families, the 
students are able to succeed each year 
and grow into the next.

On behalf of the Lumbini Child 
Development Center Staff and Com-
missioners, we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a happy 
and healthy new year.  Thank you to 
everyone for your generous support and 
donations for our teachers and cooking 
staff.  We are looking forward to another 
successful year.

In Gassho,
LCDC Commissioners:
Elaine Harada
Kathy Ikeda
Janet Ito
Shin Ito
Ryo Kasai
Wayne Kasai
Wendi Tamura
Bianca Vite
David Ikeda, President, 
 Board of Directors
Rinban Noriaki Ito
Leslie Nicho, LCDC Director

Happy New 
Year everyone. 
We hope this year 
is a wonderful 
year for you and 
your family. In 
this issue every 
year, we introduce 

the animal of the year according to the 
Asian zodiac, and this year, it’s the Year 
of the Monkey.

Monkey people are those born in the 
years 1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 
1992, 2004, or 2016.  Generally speaking, 
the monkey year is said to bring good re-
sults. People born in these years are said 
to be good at problem solving. They’re 
characterized as being ambitious, smart, 
and have a positive attitude about life 
in general. They are curious and like to 
try to figure things out. On the negative 
side, they are characterized as being vain 
and competitive.

Because of their reputation for suc-
cess in life, births in Asian countries 
during the monkey year rise. Monkeys 
always bring a smile to our face and so 
after a few somewhat depressing years, 
hopefully 2016 will be a year that can 
bring much happiness and prosperity 
to the world.

[2016]
THE YEAR OF THE MONKEY

in nationality or language are of no 
significance from the perspective of the 
Nenbutsu teaching which directs us to 
the truth in life.

When looking outside at the world, 
we cannot avoid seeing the escalation of 
the conflicts in the Middle East and the 
acts of inhumanity that occur all over the 
world. In this modern age, the darkness 
of human wisdom has created interna-
tional and ethnic conflicts in which so 
many precious lives are being lost. The 
Buddha has told us, “We must not kill, 
and must prevent others from killing.” 
It is up to us as Shinshū followers to 
confirm whether the Buddhist teaching 
has significance in this modern society 
in which the preciousness of human life 
can be easily neglected.

This year, at the 12th World Dōbō 
Gathering that will be held in Los An-
geles in August, I hope to realize the im-
portance of living as a Shinshū follower 
in today’s world through sharing the joy 
of having encountered the teaching of 
the Nenbutsu.

I conclude my message by express-
ing my wish that each of us will be 
awakened to the vow of the Tathāgata.

Thank you.

Among the retreats he spoke at was a 
session of the Dharma Seeds educational 
program with representatives from our 
four temples.  They have completed two 
years of the three-year program now, 
and will be having their 5th retreat in 
February at the Jodo Shinshu Center 
in Berkeley.  

As most of you know, we will be the 
hosts of the 12th World Dobo Gathering 
that will be held on August 27-28 at the 
Los Angeles Hilton/Universal City and 
at the Betsuin.  The Dharma Seeds will 
be taking a leading role in the program.  
With some 250 people from Japan and 
from the other overseas districts of South 
America and Brazil, we are already busy 
preparing for the event.  

Registration for the gathering has 

(NAD, cont. from page 1)

(ŌTANI, cont. from page 1)

already started and so we encourage 
you to sign-up as soon as possible.  
Our wish is to share the history of our 
Higashi Honganji here in the North 
America district, to introduce to them 
the current activities and programs at 
our temples, and to think collectively 
about how we can ensure a bright future 
for our temples here, in Japan, and in all 
of the areas that our Shinshū Ōtani-ha 
denomination is active.

We look forward to your continued 
participation in all of our activities, and 
ask for your continued support and guid-
ance.  Best wishes for a wonderful 2016.

Submissions for The Way are due the 10th 
of each month for the following month’s 
issue.  Articles and announcements for 
our March Issue are due February 10th, 
2016.  Submissions may be subject to 
printing restrictions and staff approval.  
Thank you and we look forward to hear-
ing from you!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!

8
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visit our website at
www.hhbt-la.org

and “like” us on facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/hhbt.la

complex historical circumstances, there 
seems to be no end to the endless cycle 
of retaliation. When faced with those 
realities, I cannot help but think of the 
darkness of the limitations of human 
wisdom from which no one can escape. 
Just like the traveler in the parable of 
the “Two Rivers and White Path,” we 
are standing dazed and confused at 
the sight of the River of Water and the 
River of Fire, which signify our greed 
and anger respectively.

Shinran Shōnin has shown us that 
there is always the White Path leading 
to the Pure Land in the midst of the rag-
ing water and scorching fire of the river. 
Even though we have been given this 
teaching, we are helplessly wandering 
about losing sight of the path that always 
lies ahead of us and are unaware of the 
light that constantly illuminates us.

At our mother temple, we have 
been able to complete the twelve-year 
renovation project of the Founder’s Hall 
and Amida Hall last December thanks 
to the wholehearted support given by 
our members and friends from across 
Japan and overseas districts. I express 
my sincerest appreciation for your sup-
port. At the same time, I humbly accept 
the completion of the renovation project 
of the two halls, which serve as the link 
between the Buddha and us, as  the place 
where we can encounter the Buddha’s 
teaching and establish a true foundation 
in life. As I welcome the new year and 
sit in front of Shinran Shōnin’s image in 
the newly-renovated Founder’s Hall, I 
renew my commitment to share with 
all of you the significance of the fact 
that all of us, beyond the boundaries 
of nationality and language, are fellow 
travelers who walk the broad path of the 
Nenbutsu together, guided by Amida 
Buddha’s voice from the other shore 
and encouraged by Shakamuni’s voice 
from this shore.

In closing, I wish to ask for your 
continued support and cooperation.

us to continue to learn from the Bud-
dhadharma as well.

The year-end and the beginning of 
a new year gives us the time to reflect 
on how we are living, of whether the 
Dharma is truly the foundation upon 
which we base our everyday lives.  I 
remember the story of a conversation 
the renowned teacher, Rev. Daiei Kaneko 
had with one of his students when he 
was active as a professor at Otani Uni-
versity.  The student had completed his 
college education and was preparing 
to go back to his home temple to begin 
his career as a minister.  He said to Rev. 
Kaneko, “I have studied under you for 
the past four years and I have learned 
many things.  But I am anxious about 
going back to the temple because I really 
have no idea what to do.”  Sensei replied, 

(RINBAN, cont. from page 1)

no interruption of services and that our 
temple is beautifully maintained. Thank 
you for your continuing efforts!

We enjoyed many significant ser-
vices and events this past year. However, 
to me, our annual Obon festival was truly 
a reflection of our Buddhist teachings 
of interdependence. Obon is a time to 
honor our ancestors and celebrate our 
memories of them. To me, this year, 
more than any other, gave me an entirely 
different feeling. Over the past several 
Obon festivals we were confronted with 
significant challenges and conflicts. 
However this year’s Obon was truly 
a “joyous,” problem-free joint effort of 
Bishop Ito, Rev. Peter and our ministers, 
Sangha members and friends to cooper-
ate and work together in celebration. 
I must admit that the work involving 
Obon is not something I look forward 
to. However, despite the fact that I had 
an opportunity to skip this Obon (my 
nephew’s wedding in Virginia) I felt 
compelled to be here. On the Monday 
following Obon we were exhausted as 
usual but I felt true gratitude that our 
Sangha came together and celebrated 
with our community. A number of fes-
tival attendees told me how they truly 
enjoyed this year’s festival.  To our Obon 
Committee and Obon co-chairs thank 
you for instilling the spirit of Obon.

I also have much gratitude for 
your generous donations this year. The 

“When you go back to your temple, go 
out into the garden and devote yourself 
to pulling weeds.”  The student replied, 
“Pulling weeds?  What is that going to 
do for me?”  Rev. Kaneko’s reply was, 
“Through the causes and conditions of 
carefully pulling one weed after another, 
the path will begin to open for you.”

It reminds me of the anxiety I had 
in beginning my career some 40 years 
ago.  I don’t remember any particular 
words of my teachers, but it was the 
same process…live each day savoring 
every experience, doing the best I can.  
It is important for me to maintain that 
attitude even now, especially now, mak-
ing sure that I constantly keep in mind 
the teachings as I live today, and then 
tomorrow, and each subsequent day that 
I am able to enjoy.

(IKEDA, cont. from page 1) source of the donations helped me to 
recognize the enduring impact of Jodo 
Shinshu on generations of families, and 
the dedication of our past members to 
ensure that future generations could 
hear the Dharma. I thank the families 
of our members who thought of us in 
this most generous way. 

Additionally, I would like to thank 
Susan, Mika, Janet, Nancy, Shin, and our 
volunteer staff who work hard to prepare 
for events benefitting the temple. They 
also keep the board apprised of issues 
impacting temple operations. 

By the time you read this greeting, 
our new audiovisual system will be 
operational. Thanks to our 110th Anni-
versary chairs for overseeing the work 
and installation.

Finally, as the year came to a close, 
the visit to our temple from our Over-
seas District Abbott, Chōyū Ōtani and 
his wife Satika reminded us of Shinran 
Shōnin’s teachings and the ”true essence 
of our Pure Land tradition.”

In gassho,
David Ikeda

U


