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TEMPLE SCHEDULE
DECEMBER

 3 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 10 10:00am Bodhi Day/Year-end
   Family Service
 17 9:00am Temple Clean-up
 29 9:00am Mochitsuki (Friday)
 31 6:30pm Year-end Service 
   (Joya-e)

JANUARY
 1 10:00am New Year’s Day Service
   (Shusho-e)
 7 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 14 10:00am Family Service
 21 10:00am Sunday Service 
   Discussion Group
 28 10:00am Eitaikyo Service
   NY Luncheon @ JACCC

FEBRUARY
 4 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 11 10:00am Sunday Service
 18 10:00am Family Service
 25 10:00am Sunday Service

Way
The

Joya-e 
New Year’s Eve Service

SUNDAY, December 31
6:30pm

Shusho-e 
New Year’s Day Service

MONDAY, January 1
10:00am

SUnday, january 28 

Eitaikyo Service
10:00am • betsuin

New Year Luncheon & 
General Meeting
12:00pm • JACCC garden room

rsvp required
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Nenbutsu and Comfort
Rev. Paul Imahara

visit our website at
www.hhbt-la.org

and “like” us on facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/hhbt.la

I have been told many times people 
don’t understand the meaning of Nen-
butsu. Do I truly understand it myself? 
Not really, so I keep on searching for 
the ultimate meaning of Nenbutsu. 
First of all the Nenbutsu is beyond our 
thinking and conception because it is 
coming from the Buddha world. To 
me it is a calling; the Buddha is calling 
me directly. Amida Buddha’s calling is 
“Namu Amida Butsu” but I can’t hear it.

I can’t hear any voices from flowers
Cause it is from the flower’s world
But it gives me comfort

I can’t hear Buddha’s calling
Cause it is from the Buddha’s world
But it resonates in me
I wonder why?

It is because the Buddha is in 
 my heart
How do I know that?

Cause I am going home to where 
 I came from
The Buddha’s world

This is a wonderful poem but it is 
not mine and I don’t remember where 
I got it but it is in my computer. In 
Buddhism, everyone who passes away 
returns to the Pureland and becomes 
Buddhas. This is also another question 
I have. How can this be? Am I asked to 
simply believe in it? 

For some of us when we lost our 
longtime spouses, we became depressed 
and lonely, wondering why did this 
happen and start blaming ourselves 
for the death of our loved ones. I had 
this feeling for some time after my wife 
passed away. I found a note from her the 
day after her first stroke. It read “Please 
don’t shout at me and push me away.” I 
was shocked and wondered if she sensed 

something after our argument the day 
before? Three years later she had another 
stroke and a week later, a massive heart 
attack took her away from me forever. 

When I repeat Namu Amida Butsu, 
do I see her as a Buddha in front of me? 
No I don’t. Is it because of my feeling of 
guilt that I may have caused her stroke?

How does the Nenbutsu work on 
us? Shinran Shonin says Nenbutsu is 
the non-obstructive single path to our 
awakening. This means Nenbutsu is the 
only requirement in our lives. 

I make regular visits to a few nursing 
homes. I think most people don’t want to 
visit nursing homes. I never did want to 
go unless I had to. But lately I do want 
to go. Sometimes I wonder why? Why 
do I want to go? I don’t have any special 
people there. Am I strange? But there is 
something in me, some energy if I can 
call it energy, I have the feeling that I 
am urged and something pushes me. 

When I make my twice a month 
visitation, those nursing home patients 
smile at me, some say they were waiting 
for me. This is comforting to me. I always 
talk about Nenbutsu. Saying the words 
Namu Amida Butsu is the only require-
ment to be saved at our last stage. I use 
Shinran Shonin’s words, just recite the 
Nenbutsu, it is the unobstructed single 
path to lead us to the Pureland. How 
wonderful and simple. But at times I 
wonder, does it work for those patients 
who don’t know Nenbutsu? Does it 
work for those people who never heard 
Namu Amida Butsu? 

At nursing homes I always pass out 
our service books and ask them to chant 
the Shoshin-ge with me. My session with 
them is only 30 minutes so I stop half 
way and explain what we chant and 
why we chant, then I explain Nenbutsu 
the simplest way I know. Some of them 
are quite attentive but many doze off as 
I am talking. As I watch them dozing, 

they look so peaceful and if I call their 
names they open their eyes and listen 
for a while and fall back to sleep. They 
look so calm and peaceful. I feel they are 
at the entrance of Pureland or already 
in it. There is a word “Shojoju” which 
means truly settled place of truly settled 
mind, and it is one step before entering 
the Pureland. 

When I personally feel the calling 
from Amida Buddha, why can I not say 
those patients are listening to the calling 
from Amida Buddha also? I feel they are 
at the Shojoju, one step before entering 
the Pureland. Perhaps I shouldn’t call 
their name and wake them up. Because 
they are buddhas to be. They may not 
understand my explanation when they 
are dozing off but I feel they have ac-
cepted the Nenbutsu and feel comfort 
and contentment. They sure look like 
they are in that comfort zone. And they 
are my Buddhas and I am comfortable 
with it. This is why I like to visit them 
often.

Shinran Shonin left us with many 
Wasan (a poem or hymn) and the one 
touches my heart is:

Of those who encounter the power of 
the Primal Vow,

Not one passes by in vain,
They are filled with the treasure ocean 

of virtues,
The defiled waters of their blind passions 

not separated from it

From this hymn I feel I am in the 
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E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

Betsuin News
Eitaikyo Service &

New Year Luncheon
The Eitaikyo Service will be held on 

Sunday, January 28th at 10:00am.  This 
service is held in memory of all temple 
members who have passed away.  It is 
also held to remember those who have 
been placed into the Eitaikyo register.

Following the service, the 113th An-
nual General Meeting and New Year’s 
Luncheon will be held in the JACCC 
Garden Room.  Further information will 
be mailed to you in January. 

Come celebrate the end of 2017 
at our Year-end Service to be held on 
Sunday, December 31st at 6:30pm.  It is 
an opportunity to reflect back on the 
past year and to prepare to welcome in 
the New Year.  We welcome you to join 
us for Toshikoshi soba after the service.

Shusho-e is the first service of the 
New Year.  It is a tradition in Japan to 
visit nearby temples and shrines on New 
Years Day.  We welcome you to join us to 
greet the New Year on Monday, January 
1, 2018 at 10:00am.  Following service, 
stay for a sip of Otoso (New Year’s sake) 
to toast 2017 and enjoy Ozoni (traditional 
mochi soup) and exchange New Year’s 
greetings.

As we look forward to the end of 
2017 and the beginning of a new year, 
we wish to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your generous support 
throughout the past year. 

We wish to thank the ministers of 
the North America District, Revs. Ryoko 
Osa, Tomoyuki Hasegawa, Masashi 
Fujii, to Revs. Paul Imahara and Fred 
Brenion, for their Dharma talks and 
participation in our Sunday services.  
We thank Mrs. Kazue Funai and the 
members of our Otani Gakuen Choir 
for the beautiful music they provide at 
many of our Sunday services as well. 

Special thanks go to those of you 
who have sacrificed so much of your 
time to help with our temple respon-
sibilities – to those on the property 
committee who spend much time and 
energy making repairs on a weekly 
basis, to those who come out regularly 
to maintain our beautiful garden, with 
special thanks to Mr. Tadahide Kawahira 
and Mr. Hirokichi Maehara, to those 
who come out to help with the polish-
ing of our altar decorations before our 
special services, to those who help with 
our various mailings, to those who 
come to prepare our meals for special 
services and prepare refreshments for 
our Shotsuki and Family services, to 
others too numerous to mention, we 
extend our deepest gratitude.  Without 
your support, the temple would not be 
able to serve our membership and our 
community in the way that we wish.

Best wishes for a wonderful holi-
day season.  We hope that you will be 
able to join us for our Mochitsuki and 
other special Year-end and New Year 
activities and services.  We ask for your 
continued support and guidance as we 
prepare for 2018.

Gassho,
Rinban Noriaki Ito
Ron Sato, President
Board of Directors

Joya-e
Year-end Service

Shusho-e
New Year Service

In Gratitude

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Mrs. Mitsuko Yujiri (94)
September 23, 2017

Mr. Sumikichi Nozaki (87)
September 24, 2017

Mr. Andrew Yoshio Yamamoto (38)
 October 4, 2017

Ms. Genena Itsuyo Furuta (50)
October 11, 2017

Mr. Hooshang Barbod (88)
October 27, 2017

Dr. Hiroshi Mitsuoka (81)
November 10, 2017

Namu Amida Butsu

[call|for|vendors!]

hanamatsuri craft fair
Calling all craft vendors!  On Sun-

day, April 29th from 10am to 3pm, we will 
have our Hanamatsuri Craft Fair at the 
Betsuin!  We are looking for vendors who 
make and sell craft items and would like 
to be a part of our Craft Fair.  For more 
information, please contact the temple 
office at 213-626-4200 or email info@
hhbt-la.org.  Vendor applications will be 
available early 2018 and due in March.

 12/17 9:00am Temple Clean-up 
 12/29 9:00am Mochitsuki (FRIDAY)
 12/31 6:30pm Year-end Service 
   (Joya-e)
   Toshikoshi Soba
 1/1 10:00am New Year’s Day 
   Service (Shusho-e)
 1/28 10:00am Eitaikyo Service
   New Year Luncheon/
   GENERAL MEETING
   @ JACCC GARDEN ROOM

Year-end & 
New Year Events
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Hey there, Hi there, Ho there!  
You’re as welcome as can be!  In 2017, 
we had our 4th Disney themed Temple 
Fun Day!  Walls were decorated with a 
mix of our favorite characters: Mickey, 
Donald, Minnie, Goofy, and Pluto, char-
acters from the Cars series, and Frozen 
princesses Anna and Elsa along with 
vintage movie and Disneyland posters.  
As members and invited friends entered 
the social hall, they were each greeted 
with Disney music and their own Disney 
Temple Fun Day character hat.  Guests 
wore them throughout the afternoon 
and added to the fun atmosphere of 
the day.  The kids were invited to enjoy 
various Disney-themed crafts set up by 
Mr. Danny.  Lunch included a tasty se-
lection of fried chicken, potato wedges, 
a corn on the cob bar with a variety 
of toppings, a variety of salads, and 
lots of desserts.  After lunch, everyone 

DHARMA SCHOOL UPDATE
In October, we gathered together to 

celebrate Halloween with other temple 
members.  We had fun sharing our cos-
tumes with our friends, making crafts, 
and playing fun games.  Mr. Danny set 
up various crafts for us and even carved 
pumpkins for us! After a lunch of hot 
dogs, chili, nachos, salads, and lots of 
desserts, we played games! The first two 
games were simple pen and paper games 
that everyone played in their seats.  First 
everyone had to write down as many 
words as they could with the letters in 
the word FRANKENSTEIN and then 
write down as many items as they could 
list that are the color GREEN.  For the 
next game, pumpkins were printed onto 
three different colors of paper (orange, 
purple, and green).  The pumpkins were 
placed on the floor in a circle in random 
order and players walked around the 
circle until Mr. Shin yelled out a color! 
ORANGE! PURPLE! GREEN! Players 
had to sit on the color that Mr. Shin yelled 

TEMPLE FUN DAY • DISNEY STYLE
enjoyed a fun game of Disney Bingo.  
After several Bingo players claimed 
their prizes, we played a Disney group 
game where everyone had a nametag of 
a character on their back and had to ask 
questions to find their group.  We also 
had an oreo-eating contest, watermelon-
eating contest, and water balloon toss. 
Members had lots of fun playing and 
eating! At the end of the day everyone 
took photos of themselves in our photo 
booth to remember the fun day.

Thank you to everyone who came 
out early to set up, who helped in the 
kitchen and with games, crafts, registra-
tion, taking pictures, and more during 
the event, and to everyone who helped 
clean up after the event!  Thanks to ev-
eryone who came out and enjoyed the 
event as well!  We hope to have even 
more of you come out next time!

and those without pumpkins were out! 
We had both a kids and adult round! 
For the fourth and final game, we had 
two rounds of donut eating contests 
for the adults and the kids.  It was fun 
watching everyone trying their best to 
eat their donuts without using their 
hands! Everyone took home prizes for 
all of the games.  After the games, the 
kids gathered to trick-or-treat and get 
lots of candy and treats.  We had a great 
time at our party and thank everyone 
for coming!  Special thanks to everyone 
who helped with the games and cleanup!

In November, we are focused on 
being thankful for the people and things 
who make our lives meaningful.  We’re 
looking forward to Mochitsuki and all 
of the other year-end activities! We hope 
that you will join us!

Please join us for Dharma School 
on Sundays.  Dharma School talks will 
be given by our ministers on Shotsuki 
Service and Family Service Sundays.
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Lumbini 
Corner$10,000.00!!!  That was our goal for 

this year’s BIG BARGAIN SALE! On 
Sunday, August 27th, the Big Bargain 
Sale opened up bright and early at 
8:00AM.  Without disappointment, we 
saw a long line of eager visitors an-
ticipating great buys and bargains. In 
addition to housewares, new clothing 
items, and coats, jackets, and sweaters 
were available for purchase plus jewelry, 
plants, and food such as chili rice, spam 
musubi, nachos, and shave ice.

Coinciding with the closing day 
of Nisei Week, we had a steady stream 
of Little Tokyo locals and visitors. It 
was just amazing how many items we 
received as donations. There was a won-
derful array of traditional and vintage 
Japanese ceramic ware and decorative 
items, high-end designer handbags, 
over 200 DVDs, LA Dodgers memora-
bilia, kimonos and accessories, and an 
abundance of puzzles, games, toys and 
stuffed animals. There was something 
for everyone!

If you’ve never been to the Higashi 
Big Bargain Sale, you’ll definitely need to 
make time to attend next year!  You’ll be 
pleasantly surprised to find high quality 
items at a bargain price!

After lunch break, we reopened the 
sale at 1:00, this time offering guests a 
whopping 50% discount for 2 hours! 
The same 8 am guests returned for the 

October was an exciting month for 
the Lumbini children because they got 
to celebrate one of their favorite holi-
days… HALLOWEEN!  They dressed 
up as princesses, superheroes, their 
favorite cartoon characters, animals, and 
much more and had a chance to show 
off to all of their friends, teachers, and 
families and parade around school on 
Halloween.  After some fun at school, 
they walked around Little Tokyo and 
trick-or-treated in the neighborhood.  
By the end of the afternoon, so much 
walking was definitely tiring for their 
little feet, so they were happy to return 
to school with their bags full and heavy 
with lots of sweets!

With December here already, Lum-
bini is taking time to reflect on the past 
year and think about goals for 2018.  Next 
year, we will continue to strive toward 
educating our children.  Lumbini’s goal 
is to give each child an opportunity to 
expand and grow to his or her fullest 
potential.  We are grateful to have such a 
dedicated staff as well as very supportive 
parents and families.  We want to thank 
the temple for its dedication and support 
to help make Lumbini such an enjoyable 
and educational center.

Our Year-End Holiday Program 
will be held on Friday, December 15th.  
The children have been working hard 
on their songs to present to all of their 
family and friends.  They’re also looking 
forward to a special visit from Santa! 

The end of the year also means that 
it is time for Mochitsuki!  This year’s 
Mochitsuki will be held on Friday, 
December 29th at 10:00am.  Each of the 
children will get to make their own 
mochi to take home and eat for a snack!  
Parents and family are welcome to join 
in and help out with all of the fun.

Lumbini will be closed for the holi-
days on December 25th and January 1st.  
We wish everyone a happy and healthy 
holiday season!

If you are interested in enrolling a 
child between the ages of 2½ to 6 years 
of age in Lumbini’s program, please con-
tact the Lumbini office at 213-680-2976.

The Best Best Big Bargain Sale!
1pm 50% off Sale.

Now, this is the good part! We not 
only met our goal of $10,000 for the 
temple, but exceeded it by almost $700!

And this is the even better part: that 
the members and friends of Higashi 
Honganji joined forces to support this 
fundraiser through generous donations 
and the giving of countless hours of 
volunteer time and energy to organize 
and prepare for this event. Thank you 
very much to everyone who generously 
supported this huge event!

But the very best part of all is that 
at the end of the day, everyone involved 
went home with a sense of excitement, 
satisfaction, and fulfillment that they 
participated in an event that provided 
an important service to the temple and 
community.

The unsold clothing was donated to 
the Union Rescue Mission and the rest 
of the items were donated to a Veterans 
organization.

Time passes quickly so it’s not too 
early to begin reorganizing your homes 
and setting aside items to donate to 
next year’s BBS. All quality items are 
welcomed and appreciated.

Next year’s Big Bargain Sale is 
scheduled to take place on Sunday, 
August 19, 2018. Dozo yoroshiku onegai 
shimasu.

Emily Matsumura
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LUMBINI
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

FOR CHILDREN AGES 2 1/2 TO 6 YEARS

TEL: 213-680-2976

FAX: 213-626-6850

EMAIL: lumbini.missleslie@gmail.com

WEBPAGE: http://LumbiniCDC.org

 facebook.com/lumbinicdc

open year round:
MONDAY through FRIDAY

7:30am to 6:00pm

closed national holidays

applications
available!

Call today to set up a 

visit to the school!

Submissions for The Way are due the 10th 
of each month for the following month’s 
issue.  Articles and announcements for 
our February/March  Issue are due 
January 10th, 2017.  Submissions may 
be subject to printing restrictions and 
staff approval.  Thank you and we look 
forward to hearing from you!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!

(NENBUTSU, con’t. from page 1)
power of the primal vow, it is for me to 
accept the primal vow, then I am filled 
with the ocean of virtues. This does 
not mean I become a virtuous person. 
It means Amida’s virtue comes to me. 
I am full of the defiled waters of my 
blind passions I am also filled with 
Amida’s virtues. Then what happens? 
My blind passion settles down, the 
defiled water seems to clear up. This 
makes me comfortable. But the dirty 
mud of blind passions is not settled for 
good. It is still a big part of me. When I 
get disturbed, the blind passions want 
to take over but Amida’s virtue is much 
stronger and powerful. I don’t need 
to be frustrated for too long, Amida’s 
virtues wins over and I can cool down 
rather quickly. I don’t think I’m at the 
truly settled stage. I don’t feel I’m at 
one step before entering Pureland. But 
I am okay knowing I am full of blind 
passions and at the same time I have 
Amida Buddha’s virtues within me. 
This gives me comfort. 

Namu Amida Butsu

Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple

Hanamatsuri Craft Fair
Sunday, April 29, 2018

10:00am - 3:00pm
We’re looking for vendors!

Please contact the temple office for an application!
info@hhbt-la.org • 213-626-4200

www.hhbt-la.org

Help The Way

Onegai-shimasu!

The Way needs your help and wel-
comes your contributions.  With the 
cost of printing and postage steadily 
increasing, we request your support 
in helping to make our newslet-
ter available in the years to come.  
Please consider making a donation 
to The Way to offset some of the cost.  
Thank you for your continued sup-
port and readership.

Help us save paper and postage by requesting 
your newsletter delivery ONLINE!  EMAIL US 
at info@hhbt-la.org and specify EMAIL ONLY for 
future issues of “The Way.”  Thank you!

GO
GREEN!

visit our website at
www.hhbt-la.org

and “like” us on facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/hhbt.la


