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TEMPLE SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER

 1  No Service - Labor Day
 7 6:00pm HOONKO Gathering
 8 10:00am HOONKO Service
 15 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 22 10:00am Family Service
 22 10:00am Temple Fun Day
 29 10:00am Sunday Service

OCTOBER
 6 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 13 10:00am Autumn Ohigan Service
 13 1:00pm Autumn Seminar
 20 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group
 27 10:00am Sunday Service
 27 11:00am Dharma School 
   Halloween

NOVEMBER
 3  Daylight Savings Ends
 3 10:00am Kaikyo-ki/Shotsuki
   Service
 10 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group

Way
The

HŌONKŌ
Hōonkō Gathering

Saturday, September 7th, 2019
6:00pm

Hōonkō Service
Sunday, September 8th, 2019

10:00am

Thank you for supporting
higashi honganji buddhist temple 
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Life Interconnected
Rinban Noriaki Ito

(Please see LIFE, page 4)

An essential teaching of Buddhism 
is the interconnectedness of life.  I think 
back upon some of the themes of special 
services held in our Shinshū Ōtani-ha 
(Higashi Honganji) denomination.  In 
1998, the theme of the observance of the 
500th Memorial of Rennyo Shōnin was 
“Living Together in Diversity – Learning 
to Accept our Differences.  More recently, 
the theme of the 2011 750th Memorial 
of Shinran Shōnin was “Now, Life is 
living you.”  

The earlier theme was easy to un-
derstand especially for those of us living 
in the United States, a nation which has 
been referred to as the melting pot where 
people of different ethnic backgrounds 
live together in contrast to a generally 
homogeneous society like Japan.

The more recent theme generated 
much discussion because its meaning 
was not easily understood.  Both of 
them, I believe, refer to that teaching 
of the interconnectedness of life. It also 
encourages us to awaken to the precious-
ness of life, not only our own, but the 
lives of all human beings and further of 
all living things.

Recently here in our country, we 
have been shocked by the many mass 
shootings that resulted in the deaths of 
so many innocent people.  On the day of 

our Obon Festival, we heard about the 
shooting at the Gilroy Garlic Festival in 
California.  This was quickly followed 
by the shootings in El Paso, Texas and 
in Dayton, Ohio.  Within one week, 35 
people were killed and 64 were injured.

Our country, considered to be one of 
the most advanced nations in the world, 
unfortunately leads the world in such 
tragic incidents.  Part of it is because of 
the reality that we are a country of diver-
sity, of many racial and ethnic origins.  
Throughout the years, this has been our 
strength. The other, though, points to the 
relatively easy accessibility of not only 
guns and rifles, but of assault weapons.  

I think all people regard their lives as 
precious.  But we all have biases and the 
tendency is to regard oneself and those 
one considers to be friends as living pre-
cious lives.  But the danger spreading 
throughout the U.S. and through other 
parts of the world is that the regard for 
the preciousness of life is only for one’s 
inner circle and doesn’t include those 
who don’t look like us or think like us.  
We’re all guilty of that kind of outlook.  
But fortunately, for most people, it does 
not extend to hate.

Buddhism has taught that all lives 
are precious and that we have the re-
sponsibility of regarding all life as objects 
of our compassion, our love.  But even 
if we can control ourselves and live har-

moniously with all people and all living 
things, we still find ourselves choosing 
sides, liking some and disliking others, 
thinking that my life is most precious.  

Among the oldest teachings, there 
are the wise words of the Dhammapada: 
“Hatred does not cease by hatred, but 
only by love; this is the eternal rule.” 
We know that to be true. But the Bud-
dha said that we are all afflicted with 
what he called the Three Poisons, anger, 
greed, and ignorance. And it is that 
self-centered way of living that creates 
conflict in our lives. The traditional 
Buddhist path has been to study the 
Buddhadharma and to continue to pol-
ish ourselves so that those problematic 
traits can be controlled. 

Here is a passage from one of the 
ancient scriptures:

The one who thinks himself equal 
or inferior or superior to others is, by 
that very reason, involved in argument.  
But such thoughts as equal, inferior, and 
superior are not there in the one who is 
moved by such measurements.

Why should a wise person argue with 
another, saying: “This is a truth” and “This 
is a lie”?  If such a one never entertains a 
thought about equal, inferior, or superior, 
with whom is he going to argue?

The sage who has freed himself from 
dependence on others and from dependence 
on words and is no longer attached to 
knowledge does not risk the smothering of 
truth by engaging in disputes with people.

Sutta Nipata

However, our spiritual forebear, 
Shinran Shōnin, went further in self-
examination.  He came to the conclusion 
that he can never be totally rid of those 
poisonous traits, that he can never be 
truly compassionate towards others as 
he wishes to be. I know that we living 
in this day and age do not want to be 

Help The Way

Onegai-shimasu!

The Way needs your help and wel-
comes your contributions.  With the 
cost of printing and postage steadily 
increasing, we request your support 
in helping to make our newslet-
ter available in the years to come.  
Please consider making a donation 
to The Way to offset some of the cost.  
Thank you for your continued sup-
port and readership.

visit our website at
hhbt-la.org
facebook.com/hhbt.la

@higashihonganjila
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E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

HŌONKŌ
September 7-8, 2019

Betsuin News
Kaikyo-ki/Shotsuki
Memorial Service

HALLOWEEN

Calling all craft vendors!  We’re 
having another craft fair! On Sunday, 
November 24th, we will have our 
Higashi Craft Fair at the Betsuin!  We 
have decided to try a new date and 
invite past and new vendors who make 
and sell craft items to join us! For more 
information, please contact the temple 
office at 213-626-4200 or email info@
hhbt-la.org.  Vendor applications will 
be due in late October.

save the date!

higashi 
craft fair

Sunday, november 24th

AUTUMN OHIGAN
SERVICE & SEMINAR

HŌONKŌ is the memorial service 
for Shinran Shōnin, the founder of our 
Jodo Shinshu denomination.  The literal 
meaning of HŌONKŌ is “a gathering to 
repay a debt of gratitude.”  It is, therefore, 
an occasion to express our appreciation 
for having been given this opportunity 
to encounter the Buddha’s teaching.  Ac-
cording to Higashi Honganji tradition, 
the memorial date of Shinran Shōnin is 
November 28, 1262.  

This year, our officiant will be Over-
seas District Abbot, Chōyū Ōtani. Our 
HŌONKŌ services will on the weekend 
of September 7th and 8th.  As a result, 
our Autumn Ohigan Service, normally 
held around this time, will be held on 
October 13.

This year, we will have our HŌONKŌ 
Gathering, an English-speaking discus-
sion on Saturday, September 7th at 6:00 
pm.  For our HŌONKŌ Service on 
Sunday morning at 10:00am, Rev. Patti 
Nakai, Resident minister of the Buddhist 
Temple of Chicago as the guest speaker 
in both English and Japanese.  We hope 
that you can join us for this special an-
nual observance.

The Autumn Ohigan Service will be 
held a month later than usual on Sun-
day, October 13th, 2019 at 10:00am.  The 
change in schedule is due to HŌONKŌ 
Service move to September. Our Au-
tumn Seminar will follow that afternoon 
at 1:00pm.  Please invite your family 
and friends to join us for our Autumn 
Ohigan Service and Autumn Seminar.

Get ready for an afternoon of games 
and teamwork!  Come join the fun 
for the Temple Fun Day on Sunday, 
September 22nd following September 
Family Service.  

Dress comfortably for a fun after-
noon with all of our temple friends!  
There will be a delicious lunch, music, 
games, and activities for all ages.

Please RSVP to info@hhbt-la.org or 
213-626-4200. Bring the whole family 
and invite friends, too! Don’t miss it!

Come dressed up in your best 
costume for our Sunday Service and 
Halloween Party on Sunday, October 
27th. Following our (except for some 
members in unusual costumes) Sunday 
Service, please join us for our annual 
Halloween Party in the social hall!  We’ll 
have plenty of games and crafts as well 
as prizes and lots of sweet treats!  We 
encourage both children AND adults to 
dress up and join in on the fun!  It’s not 
every Sunday you can dress however 
you want!  Be sure to invite your family 
and friends along, too! 

$5 for paid 2019 temple members, 
$10 for all other guests.

RSVP to 213-626-4200 or info@
hhbt-la.org

The Kaikyo-ki Memorial Service is 
a special service to honor the departed 
ministers of Higashi Honganji.  It will 
take place in conjunction with the 
November Shotsuki Service held on 
November 3rd at 10:00am. 

Please join us in expressing our 
gratitude to all of the ministers who have 
served at our Betsuin over the years.

Please note that Daylight Savings 
ends on this day, so you will need to 
move your clocks back one hour.  

TEMPLE FUN DAY

In July, we spent time decorating 
lanterns to hang on the yagura during 
Obon. During Obon, we spent our busy 
weekend hosting the drink booth with 
our friends from Jr. YBA.  Some of us 
worked in the game booths also. And 
of course, we played games, ate lots of 
yummy food (shave ice!), got dressed 
up in yukatas and jinbeis, and danced 
bon odori.  

After a busy summer, Dharma 
School is taking a brief August break to 
prepare for the coming year.  

Now that summer is coming to an 
end, we are looking forward to a new 
school year and a new year of Dharma 
School activities.  Please come join us 
for service and fun lessons on Sundays!  
This year, we will hold Dharma School 
twice per month on Shotsuki and Family 
Service Sundays (or on special service 
weeks when there isn’t a Family Service). 
Our first week back will be Sunday, 
September 8th!  For more information 
or a complete schedule, please email 
hhbtkids@gmail.com. We always encour-
age new and returning faces to join us! 

DHARMA SCHOOL
UPDATE
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On July 28th, the Obon/Hatsubon 
Service was held to honor members and 
friends who have passed away since 
last year’s Obon.  Rinban Noriaki Ito 
delivered a Dharma Talk in English and 
Rev. Masashi Fujii spoke in Japanese for 
the service.

Manto-e Services were held on the 
evenings of July 27th and July 28th.  Rev. 
Peter Hata spoke in English and Rev. 
Akiko Okada in Japanese on Saturday 
and Rev. Frederick Brenion spoke in 
English and Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa 
in Japanese on Sunday. The services were 
held outdoors under almost 400 lanterns 
hung in memory of our loved ones.

Thank you to our ministers for their 
special messages reminding us of the 
importance and significance of Obon.

-The Saturday was hot and Sunday was good.
Family and friends worked as hard as they could!
-A refrigerated container?!?
To Steve....a “no brainer!”
-Booths, tarps, and grills were set up with care,
In hopes for Obon, that the weather is fair!
-When in need, Benard is our man!
Need an M.C.?  Shin definitely can!
-Never forgetting Janet, and what she can achieve...
There’s beef with Gary and chicken with Steve!
-With humongous help from the Higashi misters...
Manju and sushi led by the Matsumura sisters!
-Out on the playground were veggies and fruit...
While down in Room 7, sweet goodies to boot!
-Compassion and teamwork are a part of our lives...
Will someone tell Ruben...”Please sharpen your knives!”
-Wonderful help from so many families...
Rev. Hata is jamming, please tape, pretty please?
-Great entertainment, fun games and udon... 
Make for a very successful Obon!
-Everything that Jeanne and Co. made,
Was refreshing...especially their lemonade!
-Tacos, tamales, and a great dango mix,
With Kokoro playing, we got our dance fix!
-Thank you to Trish and our own Nancy, too...
With lessons from you, we all looked so cool!
-Thank you dear Susan, dear Mika, and Staff...
Now that it’s over, let’s share a carafe!
-Thank you to ALL, who lent Steve a BIG hand,
Now his whole family can attend Disneyland!
-Thank you dear families, dear friends, and dear members...
For producing a weekend we’ll always remember!
-Bishop Ito and our reverends make Buddhism so accessible...
Our way of life should make the world irresistible!!

Your ‘18-‘19 OBON co-chairs,
Prankster Steve and Good Sport?!? BEWARE!
written by Obon co-chair Elaine Harada

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Mrs. Masako Jane Imoto (78)
June 28, 2019

Mr. Samon Horii (103)
July 12, 2019

Mrs. Hanako Fujimori (89)
July 14, 2019

Mrs. Kikuye Kay Ikeda (96)
July 22, 2019

Mrs. Kiyoko Kay Nii (98)
August 2, 2019

Namu Amida Butsu

THANK YOU for your support!

higashi honganji buddhist temple 
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JULY 27TH &  28TH,  2019

OBON SERVICES

Submissions for The Way are due the 
10th of each month for the following 
month’s issue.  Articles and announce-
ments for our December 2019  Issue are 
due November 10th, 2019.  Submissions 
may be subject to printing restrictions 
and staff approval.  Thank you and we 
look forward to hearing from you!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!
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referred to as evil.  But he referred to 
himself as the evil one.

A renowned teacher of the 20th Cen-
tury, Shuichi Maida, explained it in this 
way: “The conviction that all human beings 
are equal comes from the realization that one 
is the most evil person in the world.  When 
I become the only evil person in the world, 
everybody else becomes a good person.  I 
no longer have the luxury of judging oth-
ers—calling some “good” and others “evil. 
I form the conviction that all human beings 
are equal.”

Finally, I would like to end with 
one of my favorite quotes I heard from 
a colleague in Hawaii, “Imagine that 
every person in this world is enlightened 
but you.  They are all your teachers, each 
doing just the right thing to help you learn 
perfect patience, perfect wisdom, perfect 
compassion.”

To the theme I introduced earlier, 
“Living Together in Diversity, Learning 
to Accept our Differences,” should go 
further to encourage respect for those 
different from us.  Our leaders need to 
accept and to respect everyone even if 
they disagree.  We can only hope that 
setting good examples and stating that 
it is wrong to hate people who are dif-
ferent from themselves is the only way 
to curtail the cycle of violence that is 
inflicting our country and our world.

Through such encouragements 
from the great teachers of the past, we 
can learn how to maneuver through 
life and place ourselves firmly on the 
Buddhist path.

(LIFE, cont. from page 1)

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Downtown Women's Center

Our Community Outreach Com-
mittee met for the first time on March 
31, 2019 and chose to start a project to 
provide meals to the homeless through 
the Downtown Women’s Center (DWC).  

The DWC, located at Fifth and San 
Pedro, was the first permanent sup-
portive housing provider for women 
in the US.  It offers apartments both on 
site and in other locations throughout 
the community. In addition, the DWC 
provides health care and counseling and 
the Day Center serves three meals daily 
and offers clean bathrooms and showers, 
changes of clothing, a mailing address 
to receive mail and a safe place to rest 
and socialize with other women.

We are assisting the DWC in their 
Snack Pack Program.  Snack Packs are 
bagged meals that consist of a sand-
wich, a beverage, a piece of fruit, and a 
snack item.  They are distributed in the 

afternoon before the women leave the 
Day Center to ensure that everyone will 
have an evening meal even when the 
Day Center is closed.

On May 26, we made Snack Pack 
meals, in the temple kitchen, for 100 
women.  We received in-kind and 
monetary donations to pay for the 
ingredients in the meals.  Some of the 
volunteers then took the Snack Packs 
to the DWC and helped to distribute 
them.  We plan to continue to make these 
bagged meals on the last Sunday of the 
month beginning in August.

Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated. Those helping in our first Snack 
Pack project were:  Tad & Rosa Kawahira, 
Kathy & David Ikeda, Zaida Nieto & her 
mom, Scott, Sherry, Akemi, & Malia Na-
gashiki, Elaine Barbod, Elaine Jackson, 
Greg Elliot, Penny Murata, Toshi Hotta, 
Mimu Fujii, Jenna Katzburg, Patrick 
Yoshizaki, Gary Kanemoto, James Mat-
sumoto, Tom Fukuman, Steve & Makiko 
Nakasone, and Michael & Cyndi Toyo-
shima.  Several who were not present 
on the 26th but were involved with the 
project were:  Diane & Rev Peter Hata, 
Janet Ito, and Trish Nicholson.

We hope that as we continue this 
project, more sangha members will take 
the opportunity to join us in helping 
those who are in need in our community.  

Trish Nicholson
Community Outreach Committee

LUMBINI 
CORNER

We all had a great summer!  We hate 
to see it come to an end, because we know 
we have to say goodbye to our friends 
who graduated and are moving on to 
new schools in August and September.  

As usual, Obon was the highlight 
of our summer.  We made lanterns and 
uchiwas to hang during the festival and 
enjoyed performing “Kobuta, Tanuki, 
Kitsune, Neko” on stage in front of all 
of our family and friends with the help 
of Mr. John from hereandnow.

Lumbini staff and parents made the 
delicious Bake Sale a huge hit at Obon.  
Thank you to everyone for making this 
year’s Obon a big success.  Lumbini was 
also in charge of a game booth called 
Ball Toss.

We look forward to a new school 
year of having fun, learning, playing, 
and making new friends.

Lumbini is now accepting new pre-
school enrollment for children between 
the ages of 2 ½ and 5 years.  Please contact 
the Lumbini office at (213) 680-2976 for 
more information.

TAIKO NEWS
Kitsune Taiko, Bombu Taiko, and 

TAIKOPROJECT all helped make the 
Higashi Obon festival an exciting one 
with their performances throughout 
the weekend. 

We enjoyed watching TAIKOPRO-
JECT and Bombu Taiko’s Saturday 
performances as well as Kitsune Taiko’s 
performance on Sunday.  Kitsune and 
Bombu did well, as always, selling their 
popular somen, cold tofu, and udon.  
Thanks for helping out with another 
successful Obon!

LUMBINI
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Applications available
contact us for a visit!

FOR CHILDREN AGES 2 1/2 TO 5 YEARS

TEL: 213-680-2976

FAX: 213-626-6850

EMAIL: lumbini.missleslie@gmail.com

WEBPAGE: http://LumbiniCDC.org

open year round:
MONDAY through FRIDAY

7:30am to 6:00pm

closed national holidays


