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TEMPLE SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER

 2  No Service (Labor Day)
 8 6:00pm HOONKO Gathering
 9 10:00am HOONKO Service
 16 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 23 10:00am Sunday Service
 30 10:00am Sunday Service &
   Temple Fun Day
   @ Murata Ranch

OCTOBER
 7 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 14 10:00am Autumn Ohigan Service
 14 1:00pm Autumn Seminar
 21 10:00am Sunday Service
 28 10:00am Sunday Service
   (Discussion Group)
 28 11:30am Dharma School 
   Halloween Party

NOVEMBER
 4 10:00am Kaikyo-ki/Shotsuki 
   Service
 11 10:00am Sunday Service

Way
The

Thank you for supporting our 2018

OB ON
Festival

HŌONKŌ
Hōonkō Gathering

Saturday, September 8th, 2018
6:00pm

Hōonkō Service
Sunday, September 9th, 2018

10:00am
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(Please see STATUE, page 5)

What’s In 
a Statue?

Rev. Peter Hata

Artist’s depiction of the unveiling of the 
Statue of Liberty, 1886

Currently, in response to the ongo-
ing crisis surrounding the issue of immi-
gration, there’s a certain poetic passage 
that is frequently quoted: “Give me your 
tired, your poor, Your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free...”

These lines are from the poem en-
graved on the pedestal that the Statue of 
Liberty stands on in New York Harbor. 
These famous lines, written by the gifted 
American poet Emma Lazarus in 1883, 
are not just relevant today.

Emma Lazarus (engraving from Temple 
Shearith Israel)

They were relevant in Ms. Lazarus’s 
lifetime because just one year before she 
wrote her poem, the Chinese Exclusion 
Act became the first federal law that 
limited immigration from a particular 
ethnic group. However, her poem did 
not become well-known until about 
five decades later, after Congress had 
passed more exclusionary laws, such 
as the Immigration Act of 1924 that 
restricted Eastern European, Chinese, 
and Japanese immigrants. At the time, 
those that questioned such policies had 
also quoted Lazarus’s poetic lines. And 
now, in 2018, these same words are ral-
lying people against the immigration 
policies of the current U.S. administra-
tion. The oft-quoted passage highlights 
the contrast between Emma Lazarus’s 

humanitarian vision of the nation and 
this administration’s often xenophobic 
rhetoric.

But are you familiar with the entire 
poem? The full poem, entitled “The 
New Colossus,” is a brilliant example 
of the 14-line Petrarchan sonnet form. 
In its first 8 lines, Lazarus clarifies the 
striking difference between this new 
colossus (i.e., statue), this symbol of 
equal opportunity and freedom, and 
that “old colossus,” what she terms the 
“brazen giant of Greek fame,” a reference 
to the Colossus of Rhodes, one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 
Unlike that ancient colossus, which was 
erected to commemorate the defeat of 
an attacking army, this colossus of the 
New World, whom Lazarus names the 
“Mother of Exiles,” holds a torch which 
glows with a “world-wide welcome.”

Then, in the last 6 lines, Lazarus 
gives the statue a voice which declares, 
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied 
pomp!” These words point to a vision 
of America more than the sum of its 
“storied pomp,” more than its battle-
field victories, and though it is often 
interpreted as such, more even than an 
argument for diversity and inclusion 
and the millions of immigrants who 
have contributed to the strength and 
vitality of America. To think Lazarus’s 
poem is simply supporting “American 
greatness” is to make the Statue of Lib-
erty into just another “brazen giant.”

Help The Way

Onegai-shimasu!

The Way needs your help and wel-
comes your contributions.  With the 
cost of printing and postage steadily 
increasing, we request your support 
in helping to make our newslet-
ter available in the years to come.  
Please consider making a donation 
to The Way to offset some of the cost.  
Thank you for your continued sup-
port and readership.

Submissions for The Way are due the 
10th of each month for the following 
month’s issue.  Articles and announce-
ments for our December  Issue are due 
November 10th, 2018.  Submissions may 
be subject to printing restrictions and 
staff approval.  Thank you and we look 
forward to hearing from you!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!
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E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

HŌONKŌ
September 8-9, 2018

T E M P L E  F U N  D AY
A Day at the ranch!

Betsuin News

Autumn Ohigan
Service & Seminar

The Autumn Ohigan Service will be 
held a month later than usual on Sun-
day, October 14th, 2018 at 10:00am.  The 
change in schedule is due to HŌONKŌ 
Service move to September. Our Au-
tumn Seminar will follow that afternoon 
at 1:00pm.  Please invite your family 
and friends to join us for our Autumn 
Ohigan Service and Autumn Seminar.

Do you ever wonder where the 
lemons from our Obon lemonade come 
from? Or the avocados you get on Sun-
days after service? The Murata Family 
has generously offered to host our Tem-
ple Fun Day at their ranch in Camarillo.  
Join us for service, a BBQ lunch, and lots 
of fun on Sunday, September 30th from 
10:00am – 3:00pm.  Please RSVP to info@
hhbt-la.org or 213-626-4200.

Come dressed up in your best 
costume for our Sunday Service and 
Halloween Party on Sunday, October 
28th. Following our (except for some 
members in unusual costumes) Sunday 
Service, please join us for our annual 
Halloween Party in the social hall!  We’ll 
have plenty of games and crafts as well 
as prizes and lots of sweet treats!  We 
encourage both children AND adults to 
dress up and join in on the fun!  It’s not 
every Sunday you can dress however 
you want!  Be sure to invite your family 
and friends along, too! 

$2 for paid temple members, $5 for 
non-temple members. RSVP to 213-626-
4200 or info@hhbt-la.org

HŌONKŌ is the memorial service 
for Shinran Shōnin, the founder of our 
Jodo Shinshu denomination.  The literal 
meaning of HŌONKŌ is “a gathering to 
repay a debt of gratitude.”  It is, therefore, 
an occasion to express our appreciation 
for having been given this opportunity 
to encounter the Buddha’s teaching.  Ac-
cording to Higashi Honganji tradition, 
the memorial date of Shinran Shōnin is 
November 28, 1262.  

This year, our officiant will be 
Associate Abbot, Yū Ōtani, the son of 
Overseas District Abbot, Chōyū Ōtani. 
Our HŌONKŌ services will be held on 
the weekend of September 8th and 9th.  As 
a result, our Autumn Ohigan Service, 
normally held around this time, will be 
held on October 14.

This year, we will have our HŌONKŌ 
Gathering, an English-speaking discus-
sion on Saturday, September 8th at 6:00 
pm.  For our HŌONKŌ Service on Sun-
day morning at 10:00am, Rev. George 
Matsubayashi, former Rimban of the 
Nishi Hongwanji Betsuin as the guest 
speaker in both English and Japanese.  
We hope that you can join us for this 
special annual observance.

The Kaikyo-ki Memorial Service is 
a special service to honor the departed 
ministers of Higashi Honganji.  It will 
take place in conjunction with the 
November Shotsuki Service held on 
November 4th at 10:00am. 

Please join us in expressing our 
gratitude to all of the ministers who have 
served at our Betsuin over the years.

Please note that Daylight Savings 
ends on this day, so you will need to 
move your clocks back one hour.  

Kaikyo-ki • Shotsuki 
Memorial Service

HALLOWEEN PARTY

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Mr. Yoshio Koya (90)
June 20, 2018

Mr. James Makoto Nagashiki (79)
June 25, 2018

Mr. Jintaro Nakasone (93)
June 25, 2018

Namu Amida Butsu

visit our website at
www.hhbt-la.org

and “like” us on facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/hhbt.la
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concrete and the repair to the plumbing 
will take place soon with the concrete 
repaving soon after that.

The cause of the flood was found to 
be a burst pipe in the fire line.  Luckily, 
our main water line was unaffected, so 
we are able to have water in the build-
ing while the restoration of our facility 
takes place.

For our Shotsuki Services, we usu-
ally have refreshments in our social hall 
and use our kitchen to prepare.  Since 
we were unable to use the downstairs 
level, we held refreshments upstairs and 
had a simple and cozy gathering in our 
foyer.  Private memorial services and 
meetings scheduled for during the week 
have had to be rescheduled or moved 
offsite due to Lumbini’s temporary use 
of our hondo and foyer.  

The Lumbini Child Development 
Center has been displaced from their 
home downstairs and is functioning 
in their temporary home upstairs in 
the foyer, onaibutsu, and hondo. They 
have snack on the patio outside the 
foyer, lunch in the foyer, and naptime 
in the hondo.  The teachers, children, 
and parents have been very patient, but 
can’t wait to get back to their normal 
spaces, especially their playground and 
classrooms and kid-sized bathrooms, 
tables, and chairs.

Our evening renters have also been 
displaced.  The taiko groups, hereand-
now, yoga, and Zumba classes have 
suspended use of the social hall until the 
space is declared clean and safe for use.

On Monday, July 30th, just hours 
after the completion of our Obon 
clean-up, the alleyway adjacent to our 
temple building near the kitchen was 
found flooded, with water continuing 
to gush throughout the area. Our staff 
was notified immediately, and within a 
few hours, both LADWP and the local 
Fire Department arrived to shut off our 
water supply. Meanwhile, the water had 
spread throughout our entire first floor, 
flooding the playground and all tiled 
areas inside the building.  The kitchen, 
social hall, and hallways were most af-
fected with as much as several inches 
of water in some areas.  The carpeted 
areas (mainly classrooms) suffered less 
damage, but still had soaked carpeting 
in the doorways.  A restoration company 
arrived early the next morning to begin 
clean-up efforts. 

More than two weeks have passed 
and we are still in the process of restoring 
our facility back to normal. The restora-
tion company has spent hours and hours 
removing water, drying, cleaning, and 
working to get our space back to how it 
was before the flood.  Luckily, most of 
our building remains undamaged with 
the exception of a few tiles in the social 
hall, hallway, and kitchen pantry.  Most 
of the damaged and lost items were those 
originally located in the machine room 
off the alley, the Lumbini toy closet, and 
social hall chair closet.  The alleyway has 
suffered severe damage to the concrete 
and plumbing will need to be repaired 
as well. The demolition of the alleyway 

Betsuin News
Betsuin Suffers Major Flooding

Additionally, our Big Bargain Sale 
has been affected.  Due to the lack of 
space upstairs, the committee has had 
to postpone the sorting and pricing of 
donations until the week of the event and 
work in the small space allowed to them 
in the conference room and upstairs 
hallway.  Despite the challenges, we 
are looking forward to a successful Big 
Bargain Sale on August 19th in a newly 
cleaned social hall.  

We are grateful for the staff and 
members of our community who have 
been so patient and supportive dur-
ing this nearly month-long process.  
The safety of our Lumbini children, 
school and temple staff, and of course 
our members and friends is of utmost 
importance, and we are taking care to 
make sure repairs are done properly. 
While insurance will cover much of the 
restoration and repair costs, our out-of-
pocket costs may be substantial and we 
are also facing the loss of income from 
our various rentals and other services 
that would normally take place during 
this time.  

Our temple facility and all services 
we offer from memorial services to the 
pre-school and taiko classes have been 
affected by the flood.  This has been an 
inconvenience for everyone concerned. 
We would, therefore, appreciate any 
donations to help offset some of the 
costs we have accumulated by the flood. 
Thank you for your continued support 
of Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple.



The Way
Page 4

On July 29th, the Obon/Hatsubon 
Service was held to honor members 
and friends who have passed away 
since last year’s Obon.  Rev. Peter Hata 
delivered a Dharma Talk in English and 
Rev. Paul Imahara spoke in Japanese for 
the service.

Manto-e Services were held on the 
evenings of July 28th and July 29th.  Rev. 
Fred Brenion spoke in English and 
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi in Japanese on 
Saturday and Rinban Noriaki Ito spoke 
in English and Rev. Akiko Okada in 
Japanese on Sunday. The services were 
held outdoors under almost 400 lanterns 
hung in memory of our loved ones.

Thank you to our ministers for their 
special messages reminding us of the 
importance and significance of Obon.

2018 OBON 
RAFFLE

Winners
FIRST PRIZE
$1,000 Cash

Cynthia Toyoshima

SECOND PRIZE
Disneyland Trip for 4
James Matsumoto

THIRD PRIZE
$500 Cash

Amy Hartenclorp

FOURTH PRIZE
Apple Watch

T. Hasegawa

FIFTH PRIZE
Amazon Echo Show

June Noda

SIXTH PRIZE
Apple iPad

(Courtesy of  Tad Okumoto - Star Mazda)
Mark Nakatani

SPECIAL PRIZE
$500 Travel Certificate

(Courtesy of  New Japan Travel Center)
Chris Dehghani

Here at Higashi Productions, we 
came out with a blockbuster movie, 
entitled,  “Mission Possible: Obon 2018”!

Definitely up for Academy award 
consideration in the categories of: Best 
actor/actress, Best supporting actor/
actress, Best director, Best producer,Best 
choreography,Best costume design,Best 
food service, Best set design, Best enter-
tainment, etc., etc. The box office earn-
ings could have been better.

It’s all about ensuring a future block-
buster, working together and enjoying 
the comraderie among our Sangha and 
newfound friends!

Thank you, ALL, to the extraordi-
nary Higashi temple members, their 
incomparable family members (in-state 
and out-of-state family who always 
come to help) and all our incredible 
friends!  Without you, we are nothing! 
ALL of you bring the cinematic magic 
to life and it’s just mind boggling!

A very special thank you to our 
legendary Bishop Ito and our distin-
guished  ministerial staff, to our flawless 
Higashi leaders and committees, to our 
fabulous office ladies, to our top-notch 
financial personnel, to all our very 
generous donors, to each of our excep-
tional booth leaders, to our masterful 
landscape artists, to Bad Benard and to 
Empress of the Kitchen, Janet...thank 
you, thank you!!

With your continued support, Steve 
and I will be honored to host the next 
blockbuster movie in 2019. (We just hope 
it isn’t, “Poseidon Adventure 2”!)

With much appreciation,
“Iceman” Steve and 
“Crunchy Rice Queen” Elaine

Thank you for supporting our

2 0 1 8  O B O N
obon servicesOBON wrap-up
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(STATUE, con’t. from page 1)
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from 

land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates 

shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose 

flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her 

name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild 

eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities 

frame.
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied 

pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, 

your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to 

breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming 

shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-

tossed to me,
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

Actually, when I think about the 
compassionate vision that Emma Laza-
rus’s poem reflects, I can’t help but recall 
another statue Pure Land Buddhists are 
very familiar with, which is the statue 
of Amida Buddha in the temple altar. 
Interestingly, one of Emma’s contem-
poraries, the Harvard-educated poet 
James Russell Lowell, praised “The New 
Colossus,” saying the poem had given 
the statue its raison d’être. In similar 
fashion, there is a passage in the Larger 
Sutra that arguably gives the Amida 

statue its own raison d’être.
Bodhisattvas visiting Amida’s Pure Land 

(Taima Mandala, ca. 8th cent.)

As we know, our goal as Buddhists 
is awakening. Stated in the symbolic 
language of Pure Land Buddhism, this 
is referred to as “birth in the Pure Land.” 
One of the most memorable descriptions 
of this birth is in the Larger Sutra [Part II, 
Sect. 27 in Hisao Inagaki’s translation]. 
Here, the sutra describes the innumer-
able bodhisattvas in the Pure Land. In 
the Pure Land, Amida, the master of 
the Land, says they all have the same 
aspiration, or hongan, that he has. How-
ever, the practice they must perform to 
fulfill their aspiration actually involves 
leaving the Pure Land and visiting and 
studying from—deeply appreciating—
innumerable Buddhas. In this way, they 
perfect their Buddhahood, their birth in 
the Pure Land.

TAIKO NEWS
Kitsune Taiko, Bombu Taiko, and 

TAIKOPROJECT all helped make our 
Obon festival an exciting one with their 
performances throughout the weekend. 

We enjoyed watching TAIKOPRO-
JECT and Bombu Taiko’s Saturday 
performances as well as Kitsune Taiko’s 
performance on Sunday.  Kitsune and 
Bombu did well, as always, selling their 
popular somen, cold tofu, and udon.  
Thanks for helping out with another 
successful Obon!

Nobuo Haneda has clarified this 
dynamic nature of Amida’s Pure Land: 
“Amida, whose essence is an ever-
expanding spirit, does not allow bodhisat-
tvas to make their comfortable dwelling 
place in the Pure Land. He encourages 
them to go out of the Pure Land, and to 
learn from all sentient beings, regarding 
them as Buddhas. In this way, the Larger 
Sutra talks about ‘true birth’ as birth in 
Amida’s Innermost Aspiration—in the 
spirit that endlessly goes out of the Pure 
Land to seek oneness with all sentient 
beings.”

And, in a similarly ever-expanding 
spirit, the “Mother of Exiles” in Laza-
rus’s poem cries out for the tired, poor, 
and huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free. In other words, it’s not necessarily 
the “desirable” hard-working “ideal 
immigrant” and not only immigrants 
of certain “approved” ethnicities; it’s 
especially those most in need that are 
welcomed. Clearly, the broad vision of 
America in Lazarus’s poem is one that 
transcends, like that of Amida’s Pure 
Land, liberal values of diversity and 
inclusivity, even as important as these 
are. Instead, the vision of America that 
the Mother of Exiles invites us to share 
in is a radical, transcendent one, which is 
why she cries out with “silent lips”; this 
is a truth-reality we’ve yet to actualize.

This vision is ultimately not a politi-
cal point of view, but one that reflects the 
way things really are, which is oneness.

LUMBINI
CORNER

We all had a great summer!  We hate 
to see it come to an end, because we know 
we have to say goodbye to our friends 
who graduated and are moving on to 
new schools in August and September.  

As usual, Obon was the highlight 
of our summer.  We made lanterns and 
uchiwas to hang during the festival and 
enjoyed performing on stage in front of 
all of our family and friends.

Lumbini staff and parents made the 
delicious Bake Sale a huge hit at Obon.  
Thank you to everyone for making this 
year’s Obon a big success.  Lumbini was 
also in charge of a game booth called 

Ball Toss.
We look forward to a new school 

year of having fun, learning, playing, 
and making new friends.

Lumbini is now accepting new pre-
school enrollment for children between 
the ages of 2 ½ and 5 years.  Please contact 
the Lumbini office at (213) 680-2976 for 
more information.

V


