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TEMPLE SCHEDULE

MAY
3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
5 7:00 pm Tuesday Discussion
10 8:30 am Mother’s Day Breakfast
10 10:00 am Mother’s Day Family
Service
17 10:00 am Tanjo-e/Hatsumairi
Service
19 7:00 pm Tuesday Discussion
24 10:00 am Sunday Service
31 10:00 am Sunday Service
31 11:30 am Funeral Pre-planning
Workshop with Fukui

JUNE
7:00 pm Tuesday Discussion
7 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
14 10:00 am Father’s Day/Grads
Family Service
16 7:00 pm Tuesday Discussion
21 No Service
(YABA Vegas trip)
28 10:00 am Sunday Service
L28 1:00 pm Lumbini Graduation

N
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Mother's Day Family Service
SUNDAY. MAY 10 « 10:00 AM

BREAKFAST ¢ 8:30 - 9:45 AM

Father’s Day/Graduation Family Service
SUNDAY. JUNE 14 - 10:00 AM
LUNCH TO FOLLOW SERVICE

VISITING THE TEMPLE
The temple is currently open
for private services and visi-

tations by appointment.
Please call us to schedule an
appointment. 213-626-4200

Though we are open for
Sunday Services in person,
we will continue to

STREAM LIVE ON FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK.COM/HHBT.LA
SUNDAYS | 10 AM

Tanjo-e
Hatsumairi
Service

SUNDAY. MAY 17
10:00AM
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This Beautiful, Uncertain Life

Spring is such a beautiful season.
Baseball season has begun, and the
weather around this time of year is
especially comfortable. I always enjoy
it before the long summer arrives. It
also happens to be a meaningful time in
Buddhism, asboth ShakyamuniBuddha
and Shinran Shonin were born in April.
We observe Hanamatsuri and Tanjo-e to
commemorate their births.

Because of the services we often hold
such as memorial services and funerals,
people may have the impression that
Buddhism is centered around death.
However, I have come to feel quite the
opposite. Throughmy experience, Thave
learned that Buddhism highlights the
preciousness and beauty of each life.

Even so, it is not always easy to ac-
cept the challenges we face. Recently,
the brother of my close friend passed
away in an accident at the age of 29. It
was very sudden, and the family, along
with those around them, are still strug-
gling to comprehend the loss and the
depth of their grief.

When I firstheard the news, Ididn’t
even know what to say. One of the first
thoughts that came to mind was how
heartbreaking itis that they didn’thave
the chance to say a proper goodbye.

They likely never imagined that the
last time they saw him would truly be the
last, ashe simply walked outthe door. At
the same time, I felt how easily I could
be in his place, or in his family’s place.

Eachtimelofficiateafuneral service,
Iamreminded of Rennyo Shonin’s “Let-
ter on White Ashes” and how comforting
it can be. It is customary to listen to this
letter during funeral services here, but
I don’t expect those who are grieving
to fully take in its meaning especially
when the service is held so soon after
the passing.

The message in the “Letter of White

Rev. Mayuki Nagamine

Ashes” is to awaken to the truth of our
lives, which is that we do not know
how limited our time truly is. I think,
in theory, everyone understands this.

However, it is not an awareness
we carry closely as we go about our
everyday lives.

When I learned the story of the Pa-
rinirvana; the passing of Shakyamuni
Buddha, something he said has stayed
with me ever since. After a lifetime of
deep and challenging teachings, one
of his last words is recorded in the Ma-
haparinirvana Sutra like this:

“Ananda, Vaishali is beautiful. The
Capalashrineisdelightful. The Gautama
shrine is beautiful. The Sala tree shrine
is beautiful... This world is beautiful.
And human life is precious.”

Oftentimes, the teachings of Shakya-
muni can come across as challenging
and difficult to understand, which is
also why he initially hesitated to share
his experience and insights with others
after attaining enlightenment. How-
ever, as this passage is considered as
his final message before his passing, it
brings everything back to the reality of
impermanence and how precious it is
to receive life as a human.

This teaching has been on my
mind especially because of my friend’s
brother. Life really does feel ordinary
until it suddenly is not. He was just go-
ing about his day like any of us would,
probably thinking that would notbe the
last time to see his family and friends.
And then everything changed in a way
no one could have expected.

Going back to the words of Shakya-
muni Buddha, “This world is beautiful,
and human life is precious,” this does
not cancel out the loss or the grief of
someone’s passing. Rather, the fact that
we have all received human life and are

able to share this experience together
is itself something truly miraculous,
and something we should not take for
granted.

When something like this happens
so close to you, it really strikes you how
uncertain lifeis. At the same time, it also
makes you realize how much people care
for and love each other. In the eulogy of
my friend’s brother, he was described as
“someone who gave somuch tohis fam-
ily and community.” The grief is heavy,
but it also shows just how deep those
connectionsare.Ican’tevenimagine the
pain his parents are going through, but
I can only hope that, in time, there will
be moments where they can gently feel
peace, and even glimpses of the beauty

of life again.
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FOR UPDATES, PLEASE
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR EMAIL LIST
BY VISITING OUR WEBSITE AT

HHBT-LA.ORG

visit our website at
hhbt-la.org

f facebook.com/hhbt.la

@higashihonganijila

HHBT-LA.ORG
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E-Mail
info@hhbt-la.org

Betsuin News

HHBT 0BO
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SAT & SUN

JuLy 25™ & 26™

AT HIGASHI HONGANJI
BUDDHIST TEMPLE

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US!

Spring Ohigan Service
& Spring Seminar

On bright, sunny Sunday, March
15, Higashi Honganji Los Angeles
Betsuin observed our Spring Ohigan
service. We were happy to welcome the
Rev. Dr. Nobuo Haneda as our guest
speaker.

Asalways, Dr. Haneda delivered an
engaging sermon, reminding us to see
and live each day in this world with a
clear and open perspective — free of fear
and distortion.

Following a lovely lunch of tasty
curry selections made by our members
plus luscious strawberries and a vari-
ety of desserts, Dr. Haneda presented
the first of a 6-part lecture series titled,
“The Kyogyoshinsho, the Main Work of
Shinran Shonin.”

Part One introduced “The Larger
Sutra (the Sutra of Immeasurable Life)
as the Basis of the Kyogyoshinsho” and
“The Story of Bodhisattva Dharmakara.”

Dr. Haneda included many basic
Buddhist concepts. The remaining five
lectures are to be given via Zoom on
each subsequent Wednesday, beginning
March 18%.

Thank you to Dr. Haneda for his
thoughtful presentations.

Mother’s Day Family
Service & Breakfast

Please join us on Sunday, May 10"
for our Mother’s Day Family Service! A

. special message inhonor of our mothers

will be given by our guest speaker. We
hope you will join us in celebrating our
mothers. A special breakfast in honor of
our mothers will be served in the social
hall from 8:30 to 9:45 am before.

Tanjo-e/Hatsumairi

On Sunday, May 17%, we will hold
our Tanjo-e Service. Tanjo-e is a spe-
cial service that celebrates the birth of
Shinran Shonin, the founder of our Jodo
Shinshu Buddhist tradition. Shinran
was born around this time near Kyoto,
Japan in the year 1173. Special sermons
will be delivered by our ministers for
this occasion.

At our Tanjo-e service, we will
also observe Hatsumairi, which is held
to welcome all new children into our
Sangha. The Hatsumairi presentation
is traditionally for newborns, but we
welcome all children up to six years of
age to participate. If you are interested
in having your child participate, please
contact the temple office to register.
Thereis anominal fee of $50 for children
of paid 2026 members or $75 for children
of non-members to participate.

Please join us at the temple for this
special service.

( Help The Way

The Way needs your help and wel-
comes your contributions. With the
cost of printing and postage steadily
increasing, we request your support
in helping to make our newslet-
ter available in the years to come.
Please consider making a donation
to The Way to offset some of the cost.
Thank you for your continued sup-
port and readership.
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Father’s Day/Graduation
Family Service

Please join us for our Father’s
Day and Graduation Family Service
on Sunday, June 14* at 10:00 am. This
year, our Father’s Day and Gradua-
tion Family Service will be held one
week before Father’s Day. We will
have a special guest speaker. This
service will celebrate and honor both
our Dads and 2026 Graduates. We
welcome all graduates to attend and
families to bring their fathers for this
special service! We hope that you and
your family will be able to join us!

Our deepest condolences

to the family and relatives of ...

Dan Masaru Kishi (106)
January 18, 2026

Manuel Mora (82)
February 10, 2026

Kaoru Sugawara (78)
February 14, 2026

Sachiye Sato (77)
February 19, 2026

Masakazu Greg Kozai (62)
March 25, 2026

Tsuneaki Tanaka (90)
April 5, 2026

Namu Amida Butsu




LCDC NEWS

OnSaturday, April4,2026, Lumbini
Child Development Center held aDance
Benefit & Reunion Party celebrating
their 50" Anniversary. The fundraiser
was held in the Nishi Hongwanji Kai-
kan. Music was provided by Kokoro
and friends. Attendees were treated to a
delicious dinner catered by Shaun Oshita
of Maxwell Chicken Rice. The meal in-
cluded charsiu, chicken wings, steamed
rice, tofu, japchae, as well as Chinese
chicken salad from Rascals in Torrance.
Sheet cake from Phoenix Bakery was
served as the dancing portion of the
night began. The bar was open all night
serving beverages of choice. Miss Leslie
Nicho gave remarks thanking everyone
fortheir supportand introducing former
director, Jeanne Kawawata, and current
Principal, Rinban Kenjun Kawawata.
Special thanks to Carol Tanitaand Wayne
Nagao for coordinating the eventand to
the numerous donors and supporters of
the event. We could nothave putonsuch
a successful event without the many
volunteers, staff members, families, and
friends of Lumbini, past and present,
who helped put on the event.

Lumbini is now enrolling students
from age 2 (lowered from 2%!) to 5 for
preschool and transitional kindergarten.
Potty training assistance is available, so
please contact us for more information
or to enroll your child today! Call Miss
Leslie at 213-680-2976.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!

Submissions for The Way are due the
10th of each month for the following
month’s issue. Articles and announce-
ments for our July Issue are due June
10th. Submissions may be subject to
printing restrictions and staff approval.
Thank you and we look forward to hear-
ing from you!

LUC](DIIC

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF CARE

LUMBINI

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

@@Iumbini_preschool
’ ﬁ facebook.com/lumbinicde

LUMBINI IS
NOW OFFERING

* LUNCH PROGRAM
*INTRO TO JAPANESE
with Rev. Mayuki
* EXPRESSION THROUGH
MOBILITY with Mr. John

FOR CHILDREN AGES
2 TO 5 YEARS

OPEN YEAR ROUND:
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30am to 6:00pm

closed national holidays




Page 4

The Way

24th Annual Golf Tournament

Higashi Honganji volunteers ar-
rived at the Candlewood Country Club
in the early morning of March 2, 2026,
for the 24" Annual Golf Tournament.
Volunteers prepared for the arrival of
about 135 golfers, the most we’ve ever
had at our tournament! They unloaded
trucks while the coffee brewed, and
goodie bags, donuts, spam musubis,
apples, oranges, and bananas crowded
the check-inarea. Our cheery volunteers
registered golfers outside. The weather
was nice for early March. It was warmer
than usual, butstill abeautiful day tobe
on the course. Tee signs were displayed
on the course at all the holes. Sponsor-
ships raised funds for our youth pro-
grams and temple maintenance. Thank
you to all our generous tee sponsors!
After 18 holes outin the sun, golfers were
eager to sit down for a hot BBQ lunch.
They made their way to the banquet
room, where tables were overflowing
with valuable prizes for our raffle and
donations from generous members and
merchants in the community. Everyone
was treated to a well-deserved lunch.
While stories of the course were shared
amongst the golfers, ShinIto announced
the tournament and raffle winners.

Closest-to-the-pin winners were
Ralph Misawa (hole 3) and Wayne
Nagao (hole 10). Closest-to-the-line
winner was Jun Osumi (hole 11). The
Low Gross winner was Garrett Quon.
Birdie skins were awarded to Danny
Lee on hole 5, Colan Noji on hole 6, Roy
Takemura onhole 8, Darin Maki on hole
12, Michael Yee on hole 13, and Scott
Webb on hole 14. The Ladies 1st place
winner was Noriko Jaramillo. The top
three tournament winners were Kevin
Yamaguchi in 3rd place, Koby Hayashi
in 2nd place, and Tsuyoshi Kuramoto
in 1st place. Congratulations to all our
golfers! The Higashi Honganji Golf
Tournament continues to grow thanks
to all the volunteers who do so much
behind-the-scenes work before and
during the tournament, as well as our
tee sponsors and donors. Thanks to the
support of our golfers who continue to
come outyear after year, we were able to
putonanother funand successful event.

TOURNAMENT SPONSORS
Henry Y. Ota & Hiroyo Nonoyama
In Memory of George Sugimoto

Sugimoto Family Foundation
In Memory of Shang Barbod

Love, Elaine, Heather, & Tiffany Barbod

Peak Capital Management
Yamamoto Family

The Grandfather’s Golf Gang | Rudi Gomez

The Paul Mitsuuchi Family

Thomas Umemoto

GOLD TEE SPONSORS

AGRX | Chris Oliva

Doug & Chris Aihara

Elaine Harada

Ena Real Estate Group
Sylvia Ena

Hasegawa Farms

Hatakeyama Family

Higashi Honganji Fujinkai

In Memory of Pichi Pie (Mas Kozai)

Love, Elaine, Heather, & Tiffany Barbod

JACOM Credit Union
Keith & Grace Yamashiro
Penny Murata

Plum Vista, LP | In Memory of Mary, Robert,

Paul & Sachi Murata | Steve Murata
Rimban William Briones &
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi
Ron & Becky Sato
US Bank
Welcome Rinban & Jeanne Kawawata
Nancy Kurihara-Johnson
SILVER TEE SPONSORS
Amaxx Shipping Inc
Kelly & Nancy Komatsu & Family

Bishop Kenjun, Jeanne, & Kevin Kawawata

David & Kathy Ikeda

Emily Matsumura

Fukui Mortuary

Higashi Honganji ABA

Higashi Honganji YABA

Janet & Rev. Nori Ito

John & Irene Ota

Ron Sato for President 2027
The Wong Family

Shimoide Family

Thank you to Rev. Nori Ito for 50 Years
Nancy Kurihara-Johnson

Trish & Chuck Nicholson

Wylie Kasai

TEE SPONSORS

Elite Graphics

Gary Kanemoto

Good Luck Rinban Kawawata!

George & Susan Kashiwabara & Family

Higashi Honganji Otani Choir

Higashi Honganji USA Headquarters

In Memory of Bill & Yeiko Matsumura
Carol Tanita

In Memory of Marv Kozai, Loving Brother

Rudi Gomez

In Memory of Mas Kozai, Loving Father

Rudi Gomez

In Memory of Shig & Miyo Nakagawa
Henry & Lin Miyake

Jon & Annette Kitayama

Ken & Pat Sato

Rev. Peter & Diane Hata
Rev. Toshihisa Enoki

Star Mazda | Tad Okumoto
Steve & Makiko Nakasone
Sushi Gen

Takemura Optometry, Inc.

West Covina Buddhist Temple

FRIENDSHIP SPONSORS

In Memory of George Sugimoto

Ron & Becky Sato
Kisa Ito & Family
Mika Ito & Family
Tadahide & Rosa Kawahira
Thomas Fukuman

Vickie Sill-Ohashi

Wally Miyamura

IN-KIND DONORS
Brewyard Beer Company
Candlewood Country Club
Steve Gekko

Golf Galaxy

Higashi Honganji Youth Groups

Rev. Nori & Janet Ito
Gretchen Kasai

George & Susan Kashiwabara

Jon & Annette Kitayama
Los Angeles Dodgers
Marimix

Penny Murata

Nagai Family Trust

Rev. Mayuki Nagamine
Wayne Nagao

Gary Nishimura & Mika Yamamoto

Warren Okada & Karen Lau
Plum Vista | Murata Family
Rafu Shimpo Foundation
Red Shell Foods

Carol Tanita

Jeanne Tong

Toyo Miyatake Studios
Kevin Yamamoto

Keith & Grace Yamashiro

BREAKFAST STATION SPONSORS

Janet Ito

Emily Matsumura

GYOZA STATION SPONSOR
Karen Lau

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR

Carol Tanita & Wayne Nagao

DESSERT SPONSORS
Susan Kashiwabara
Miyoko Okamoto
Grace Yamashiro
SPAM MUSUBI &
PASTRAMI SLIDER TEAM
Elaine Barbod

Elaine Harada

Kathy lkeda

Elaine Jackson
Jeanne Kawawata
Ron & Becky Sato
Grace Yamashiro

Qris Yamashita
VOLUNTEERS

Elaine Barbod

Mr. Benard

Elaine Harada

April Horino

Kamryn lkeda

Kathy lkeda

Janet Ito

Mika Ito

Shin Ito

Elaine Jackson

Gary Kanemoto
Gretchen Kasai

Wylie Kasai

George Kashiwabara
Lindsay Kashiwabara
Susan Kashiwabara
Jeanne Kawawata
Rinban Kenjun Kawawata
Jon Kitayama

Kelly Komatsu
Nancy Kurihara-Johnson
Karen Lau-Okada
Emily Matsumura
Wayne Nagao

Rev. Mayuki Nagamine
Leslie Nicho

Warren Okada
Miyoko Okamoto
Becky Sato

Ron Sato

Clayton Tamura
Elaine Tamura

Tyler Tanaka

Carol Tanita

Grace Yamashiro




