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TEMPLE SCHEDULE
APRIL

 15  NAD Local Retreat
 16 10:00am Hanamatsuri Family 
   Service
 23 10:00am Sunday Service
 23 10:00am Hanamatsuri Craft Fair
 30 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group

MAY
 7 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 14 8:30am Mother’s Day Breakfast
   & Family Service
 21 10:00am Tanjo-e/Hatsumairi
   Service
 28 10:00am Sunday Service
   Discussion Group

JUNE
 4 10:00am Shotsuki Service
 11 10:00am Sunday Service
 18 10:00am Father’s Day/
   Graduation Family
   Service & Luncheon

Way
The

hanamatsuri craft fair
sunday, april 23

10am - 3pm
come out to shop and enjoy!

SAVE THE DATE

OBON
2017

saturday & sunday 

july
29th & 30th

OBON
Family
Service 

&
Pet 

Memorial
Sunday, July 16, 2017

10:00am
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The Difficulties of Being a Temple Wife
Rev. Ryoko Osa

What images do you have of Bud-
dhism? Do you think that “Buddhists 
believe in reincarnation,” or, regarding 
karma, “if you did something good, 
good things will happen, and if you 
did something bad, bad things will 
happen,” or, “a priest is a human being 
who is enlightened.”  I didn’t grow up 
in a temple family, so until I started to 
work at Higashi Honganji in Kyoto, my 
knowledge of Buddhism was only from 
books or from TV programs and movies.

We are living in a world where we 
can get the answers to virtually any 
question instantly. So we find ourselves 
preferring to get answers right away, 
rather than taking a long time to research 
the situation thoroughly. When we listen 
to the Buddhadharma, we expect that 
ministers should have some insight, and 
we expect that the minister can share a 
teaching and we can learn about it. This 
is what I thought when I was younger. 
However, the more I listen to the Dharma 
the more I am surprised to realize just 
how many wrong images I had, and I 
feel true joy in now being a part of the 
huge world of Buddhism.

Have you ever thought that priests 
are spiritual and noble people, that they 
are different from you, and somehow 
regard priests and temples as some 
kind of sacred mystery? Most Buddhist 
ministers except those in Japanese de-
nominations are celibate. I know some 
Korean and Taiwanese ministers in 
Los Angeles; they live in their temples 
and are not allowed to get married. On 
the contrary, most Japanese ministers 
in Japan live in a house on the temple 
property and live with their family there.

As you know, we held the 12th 
World Dōbō Gathering at the end of 
August 2016. There, we had three 
presentations about the Past, Present, 
and Future of our temples and of Shin-
Buddhism in general. In the presentation 

about Future, we invited several young 
Shin Buddhist scholars who are active 
in the US and asked them to share pre-
sentations with us. One of them was Dr. 
Jessica Starling who has been studying 
about women in Buddhism and did field 
work at Higashi Honganji temples in 
Japan to research the subject of “temple 
wives.” We had many wives of ministers 
participate in the World Dōbō Gather-
ing, and they seemed to enjoy talking 
to Dr. Starling. She said that there is a 
position which is called “Bōmori” and 
that they “are active in building social 
communities and spreading the teach-
ings through domestic activities like 
child-rearing, preparing and hosting 
meals, and working together to take care 
of the temple compounds.” She said, “I 
believe that Jōdo Shinshū has special re-
sources for illuminating the nature of this 
interaction between the sacred and the 
profane. In the Shin Buddhist teaching 
of understanding the inescapability of 
our deluded existence and its tradition 
of combining religious pursuits with 
family life, I believe there is a special 
contribution to be made to the future of 
our understanding of religion.”

I had the opportunity to listen to 
her lecture at USC in October 2016. She 
introduced the life of temple wives 
and talked about their hardships. The 
students at USC seemed like they could 
identify with the conditions of the 
temple wives. When I was at the mother 
temple of Higashi Honganji in Kyoto, 
I worked for a committee of temple 
wives and had a chance to participate 
in their retreat. At the retreat most of 
young temple wives said, “In my case, I 
didn’t intend to marry a temple minister, 
but the person I wanted to marry was 
a minister. So subsequently I become 
a “temple wife.” “I feel pressure to be 
the temple wife who has to protect and 
maintain the temple.” “I don’t know 

about Shin Buddhism, but because I 
am the temple wife, I feel that members 
expect me to have a deep faith in the 
tradition” and so on. 

As soon as they marry a resident 
temple minister, the members of the 
temple expect that the wives have the 
duty to work for the welfare of the 
temple. If a woman who marries into 
a temple was not raised as a child in a 
temple, she would have a hard time get-
ting used to her role as the temple wife.

In Japan, it was common knowledge 
that a husband and wife get married to 
solidify the connection of the family, 
rather than for the personal love be-
tween the two of them. So there is the 
tradition of parents selecting their chil-
dren’s spouse, a system called “omiai” 
or arranged marriage. Then sometime 
after World War II, the “ren-ai” type of 
marriage in which two people fall in 
love and get married became popular. 
However, the system of arranged mar-
riages still flourishes to this day.

Over the past twenty years, I saw 
many couples, one or both of whom are 
from temple families, decide to get mar-
ried because they love each other and 
not for the sake of the temple. After they 
got married, some of them they started 
a new life in the temple, while others 
were allowed to live in their own apart-
ment or house for five to ten years since 
the father is still active as the resident 
minister. However, once the parents get 
older, they will have to move to temple 
to work together to support the temple. 
For the husband, the minister who was 
born and raised in that temple, the move 
to the temple means he goes back to his 
home. However, for the wife, her life 
will be totally changed. She will have 
to live together with parents-in-law in 
the temple and will have to fulfill the 
unique duties of the temple. There are 
many temple wives who face anxiety 
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Betsuin News

Tanjo-e & Hatsumairi
Service

Mother’s Day
Breakfast & 

Family Service

17th Annual Betsuin Golf Tournament
Higashi Honganji volunteers ar-

rived at the Via Verde Country Club in 
the early morning of March 6th, 2017.  
Volunteers prepared for the arrival of 
almost 100 golfers early Monday morn-
ing.  They unloaded trucks while the 
coffee brewed and goodie bags, spam 
musubis, mini pastrami sandwiches, 
apples, oranges, and bananas crowded 
the check-in area.

The registration tables were placed 
indoors again this year.  The weather 
was nice for early March especially 
compared to last year’s rain.  Tee signs 
were displayed on the course at vari-
ous holes.  Sponsorships raised funds 
for our youth programs and temple 
maintenance.  Thank you to all of our 
generous tee sponsors!

After 18 holes out in the sun, golfers 
were eager to sit down for a Western-
style barbeque buffet lunch!  They made 
their way to the banquet room that 
overlooks the course where tables were 
overflowing with valuable prizes for our 
raffle and donations from merchants in 
the community.  Everyone was treated 
to a well-deserved lunch with lots of 
meat, chicken, and sides of potatoes, 
baked beans, rolls, and salad.  While 
stories of the narrow course were shared 
amongst the golfers, Shin Ito announced 
the tournament and raffle winners.

This year ’s 1st place champion 
was Mike Takeguma, 2nd place went 
to Kuni Miyoshi, and 3rd place to Gary 
Nishimura.  The Ladies 1st place award 
went to Lisa Sugimoto.  Low Gross was 
awarded to Mark Komoda.  Closest-to-
the-pin winners were Rob Roy, Matt 

Please join us on Sunday, May 14th 
for our annual Mother’s Day Breakfast!  
We will be serving breakfast from 8:30am 
until 9:45am (about 15 minutes before 
service), so come early and bring your 
whole family!  The delicious breakfast 
will be prepared by YABA, ABA, and 
other young non-mothers, so be sure to 
bring mom to service early!

Following breakfast, we will have 
our Mother’s Day Family Service with a 
special message in honor of our mothers.

The Spring Ohigan Service was 
held on March 19th, with Dharma Talks 
by Rinban Noriaki Ito in English and 
Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa in Japanese.  
Toban 1 served tonjiru for otoki lunch.  
Following otoki, we set up for the Spring 
Seminar. Rev. Peter Hata was the speaker 
for our Spring Seminar and spoke on 
the theme “Introduction to Buddhism.” 
Thank you to all of our members who 
attended our Spring Ohigan events.

On Sunday, May 21st, we will have 
our Tanjo-e and Hatsumairi Service.  
Tanjo-e is a special service that celebrates 
the birth of Shinran Shōnin, the founder 
of our Jodo Shinshu Buddhist tradition.  
Shinran was born around this time near 
Kyoto, Japan in the year 1173.  Special 
sermons will be delivered by our min-
isters for this occasion.

At our Tanjo-e service, we will 
also observe Hatsumairi, which is held 
to welcome all new children into our 
Sangha.  The Hatsumairi presentation 
is traditionally for newborns, but we 
welcome all children up to six years of 
age to participate.  If you are interested 
in having your child participate, please 
contact the temple office to register. 

Please join us for our Father’s Day 
and Graduation Family Service on Sun-
day, June 18th at 10:00am.  This service 
will celebrate and honor both our Dads 
and 2017 Graduates.  We welcome all 
graduates to attend and families to 
bring their fathers for this special ser-
vice!  Following service, there will be a 
light lunch served to honor our grads 
and dads.  We hope that you and your 
family will be able to join us!

Father’s Day & 
Graduation 

Family Service

Spring Ohigan
Service & Seminar

Bryant, Takashi Ena, and B. Kirkpatrick. 
The Higashi Honganji Golf Tourna-

ment continues to grow thanks to all of 
the volunteers who do so much behind 
the scenes work before and during the 
tournament as well as our tee sponsors 
and donors.  Thanks to the support of 
our golfers who continue to come out 
year after year, we were able to put on 
another fun and successful event. 
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and problems even if she tries to do 
her best. Oftentimes, she feels that she 
can’t fully respond to the member’s 
expectations and, subsequently, cannot 
enjoy temple life.  Today, many women 
keep their jobs after marriage, but feel 
the pressure to give up their jobs to take 
responsibility as a temple wife.  During 
retreats for young temple wives in Japan, 
they express their problems and chal-
lenges with other temple wives. These 
are issues that they can’t share with their 
friends because the life of a temple wife 
is so unique in modern society. Through 
lectures given at such retreats, they listen 
to Buddhist teachings to reflect upon 
why it is important to maintain their 
family temple.

When you listen to the experiences 
that temple wives face, your image of 
Buddhism might change. And when 
you hear the history of so many temple 
wives and the difficult paths they had 
to endure, you might see there the 
teaching of Shin Buddhism itself. There 
is an image that “priests should be en-
lightened.” In Shin Buddhism, though, 
priests and temple wives (some wives 
are ordained and some aren’t) have 
families just like you, and they are 
listening to the Buddhist teaching and 
walking the path toward “birth in the 
Pure Land” throughout their entire lives. 
Many people think the term “birth in the 
Pure Land” relates to what happens to 
us after we die because Pure Land has 
often been referred to in that way. But I 
think Shinran Shōnin said, “if we who 
are living now, accept Buddha’s work, 
at this moment the result that we will 
be in the Pure Land when we die is 
confirmed.”

The great Buddhist scholar, D.T. 
Suzuki translated “GYŌ” (Buddhist 
practice), as “the true living of the Pure 
Land” and “realization or entrusting” to 
“the true realizing of the Pure Land.” In 
Shin Buddhism, we don’t have ascetic 
practice or sitting meditation. But we 
practice Buddhism by living our every-
day lives. If we just listen to the teaching 
and never put it to practice in everyday 
life, it means that the teaching is not one 
with our life but, rather, simply a nice 
teaching. The teaching is not for others; 
my life itself is the path to the “birth in 
the Pure Land”, this is our GYŌ - practice 

and living. We can’t see “PURE LAND” 
or “ENLIGHTENMENT” with our eyes. 
But our predecessors tried to express 
those teachings. They are manifested 
in the sutras and the art of our temple 
altars, rituals, and dharma talks.

So Buddha is not the actual object 
that we feel awed by, but the “working” 
of enlightenment towards us. If we say 
the lotus flower is sacred and say the 
mud surrounding their roots is secular, 
then we can say that the Buddha’s teach-
ing is the lotus flower with their roots, 
and cannot be separated between sacred 
and secular. The path to “birth in the 
Pure Land” is simultaneously the Pure 
Land (sacred) and this world (secular). 
Because of the working of Buddha’s 
wish, the Pure Land appears. We are 
listening to the teaching, realizing and 
living it through Buddha’s wish. We 
come to realize that “Buddha’s working” 
makes me live, not that “I” am living.

It is not only temple wives who 
experience difficulties. We also experi-
ence similar problems at home or at our 
work places. But we see Pure Land as 
the history of teachers who transmit the 
teaching through their own real lives. We 
see that it is not separate from us; rather, 
that it is the reality of our entire lifetime.

Returning back to Dr. Starling’s 
lecture, she also introduced the activities 
of a group of Higashi Honganji temple 
wives. They work for the benefit of 
equality for modern-day descendants 
of Japan’s feudal outcast groups and 
also for leprosy patients. Why do temple 
wives work for them? There are two 
women who are famous in the history 
of Shin Buddhism, namely, the wife 
of Shinran and his daughter. They are 
very highly respected by the followers 
as devout listeners and supporters of 
Shinran. But on the other hand, al-
though our temples teach equality for all 
people, women in the temple still must 
contend with gender discrimination. 
Temple wives, therefore, would sym-
pathize readily with those who suffer 
discrimination. In the history of Higashi 
Honganji, it is a fact we ministers have 
misused Shinran’s words to support acts 
of discrimination. Dr. Starling showed 
statements or homepages of the Higashi 
Honganji mother temple, and said that 
temple wives feel a responsibility as a 

part of Higashi Honganji and live in the 
teaching of Shinran, and want to carry 
out their mission. I was so moved that 
those facts were explained to the audi-
ence here in United States. By showing us 
the report of fieldwork of temple wives, 
she concluded that the contributions be-
ing made by temple wives comes about 
through their listening to the teachings 
and through their passion.

The path of Shin Buddhism allows 
us to live amidst our hardships and 
problems in this sacred and secured 
place. Our generations desire instant 
enlightenment, but at the same time we 
feel a closeness and an easy understand-
ing of the individual path of ministers, 
temple wives, and all followers with 
hardships and anxiety. I think that our 
paths to be “born in the Pure Land” will 
become the KEY to opening the world of 
Shin Buddhism to people living today.

Our deepest condolences
to the family and relatives of …

Mr. Shimpei Yamazaki (69)
February 16, 2017

Mr. Hiroshi Hirabayashi (89)
February 28, 2017

Namu Amida Butsu

(DIFFICULTIES, cont. from page 1)

Help The Way

Onegai-shimasu!

The Way needs your help and wel-
comes your contributions.  With the 
cost of printing and postage steadily 
increasing, we request your support 
in helping to make our newslet-
ter available in the years to come.  
Please consider making a donation 
to The Way to offset some of the cost.  
Thank you for your continued sup-
port and readership.
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LUMBINI CORNER

visit our website at
www.hhbt-la.org

and “like” us on facebook at
http://www.facebook.com/hhbt.la

In March, we celebrated Girls Day 
by eating sweet pink sticky rice and 
red bean.  We also went upstairs to 
visit the Hinamatsuri doll display in 
the temple foyer. In April, we observed 
Hanamatsuri by participating in the 
Hanamatsuri Art Contest and learning 
about the Buddha’s birthday and going 
upstairs to the hondo to pour sweet tea 
over the baby Buddha.  We got to see the 
beautiful hanamido and elephant from 
the Buddha’s birth story. Earlier in the 
month, we celebrated Spring with par-
ties and lots of colorful crafts! 

If you are interested in enrolling a 
child between the ages of 2½ to 5 years 
of age in Lumbini’s program, please con-
tact the temple office at 213-680-2976 or 
visit the temple website for a brochure.

In February, we went on a joint youth 
group ice cream to Salt & Straw down the 
street. We always enjoy going on mini 
outings together! March is the month 
when we work on our Hanamatsuri Art 
Contest submissions.  In April, we had 
our Hanamatsuri Family service at the 
Betsuin where we will have a chance to 
pour sweet tea over the Buddha and cel-
ebrate Hanamatsuri with our members 
here  At the end of the month, we will 
work with our older siblings in Jr. YBA to 
host a Bake Sale during the Hanamatsuri 
Craft Fair.  Please come out and support 
our youth groups!

Our ministers give talks to the 
Dharma School children at every Shot-
suki and Family Service.  Please join us 
on Sundays for Dharma School lessons!  
Both new and active members and 
friends are always welcome!

DHARMA SCHOOL 
UPDATE

LUMBINI
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

FOR CHILDREN AGES 2 1/2 TO 5 YEARS

TEL: 213-680-2976

FAX: 213-626-6850

EMAIL: lumbini.missleslie@gmail.com

WEBPAGE: http://LumbiniCDC.org

open year round:
MONDAY through FRIDAY

7:30am to 6:00pm

closed national holidays

applications
available!

Call today to set up a 

visit to the school!

Paid 2017 Temple Members will receive 
the following benefits upon request from 
the office
         •10% off coupons
      - Fugetsu-Do      - Toyo Miyatake

Membership dues for 2017 are $300.00 
for couple/family and $150.00 for single 
members.  We no longer send out mem-
bership cards.  Please keep your receipt 
as proof of membership.  Thank you for 
your continued support.

MEMBERSHIP Update

Submissions for The Way are due the 10th 
of each month for the following month’s 
issue.  Articles and announcements for 
our June Issue are due May 10th, 2017.  
Submissions may be subject to printing 
restrictions and staff approval.  Thank 
you and we look forward to hearing 
from you!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE!
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thank you to our  golf tournament donors & volunteers!

TOURNAMENT SPONSORS
Arthur & Marilyn Sakioka
George Sugimoto Family
Grace Sakioka
Hatakeyama Family

GOLD TEE SPONSORS
AGRX | Chris Oliva
Barbod Family
Faria Farms, LLC
Plum Vista, L.P. | Murata Family
Union Bank

SILVER TEE SPONSORS
David & Kathy Ikeda
Fukui Mortuary
Glenn M. Nakatani 
 A Professional Law Corp
Higashi Honganji ABA
Higashi Honganji Fujinkai
Higashi Honganji YABA
Jacom Credit Union
Rimban William Briones & 
 Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi
Sheldon & Naomi Kawahara
Sylvia Ena | Keller Williams Realty

TEE SPONSORS
Aihara & Associates Insurance Services,  
 Inc.
Bishop Noriaki & Janet Ito
Chicago Title Company
Craig & Haruko Harada
Eddie & Emi Imoto
Elite Graphics
Frank T. Tanji
Fujiyama Nursery
Gary Kanemoto
Go & Kazue Funai
Higashi Honganji North America District
Higashi Honganji Odori Kai

Higashi Honganji Otani Choir
Hiromichi Sakioka
In Memory of Mary Yamada
 Elaine Harada
In Memory of Shig & Miyo Nakagawa
Jeanne Tong
John & Irene Ota
Keith Yamashiro
Leland Lau, CPA
Mas & Grace Kurihara
Nakasone Family
Nancy Kurihara-Johnson
Newport Beach Higashi Honganji
Produce International
Rev. & Mrs. Toshihisa Enoki
Ron & Becky Sato
Ron & Diane Kato
Sushi-Gen
Tom Umemoto Family
Trish & Chuck Nicholson
Waddell & Reed Financial Advisors
West Covina Buddhist Temple
Yosh Matsumae

FRIENDSHIP SPONSORS
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Tad Okumoto

IN-KIND DONORS
Ace Beverage Company
Bachan’s Takeout
Bishop Noriaki & Janet Ito
Food Connect
New Japan Travel Center
George & Susan Kashiwabara
Higashi Honganji Jr. YBA
Ito Yamada Family
New Japan Travel Center
Plum Vista, L.P. | Steven Murata
Ray Mori | In Memory of Shiz Mori
Red Shell
Ron Sato
Sam’s Town Hotel | Las Vegas
Star Mazda | Tad Okumoto
Tokio Marine Management, Inc.

Toyo Miyatake Studio | Alan Miyatake
Union Bank
Via Verde Country Club
Warren Okada & Karen Lau-Okada
Yamasa Enterprises

GOLF VOLUNTEERS
Nancy Kurihara-Johnson
Shin Ito
Rev. Peter Hata
Diane Hata
Margi Higashi
Kathy Ikeda
Elaine Harada
Leslie Nicho
Qris Yamashita
Grace Yamashiro
Annette Kitayama
Karen Lau-Okada
Becky Sato
Janet Ito
Jon Kitayama
Warren Okada

Help us save paper and postage by requesting 
your newsletter delivery ONLINE!  EMAIL US 
at info@hhbt-la.org and specify EMAIL ONLY for 
future issues of “The Way.”  Thank you!

GO
GREEN!


